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ﺑﺴﻢ ﺍﷲ ﺍﻟﺮﲪﻦ ﺍﻟﺮﺣﻴﻢ
Preface
In the Name of Allaah, the Gracious, the Merciful
All praise is due to Allaah. Blessings and peace be upon the last Prophet,
Muhammad son of Abdullaah.
Spreading Islaamic knowledge immensely help in explaining the reality of
Islaam, consolidating its pillars and developing the Muslim Ummah.
Through propagation and education, the Islaamic University is striving to
achieve this noble goal.
To achieve this objective, the Deanship of Academic Research in the
university plans and prepares many academic projects. Some of these
projects are profound studies made about beauties of Islaam. The deanship
believes that these projects will give Muslims the opportunity to learn about
their religion, its creed and laws from dependable and authentic sources.
This present work (Pillars of Islaam) is one of the academic projects of the
deanship. The deanship has requested some members of the teaching staff
of the university to write on this topic. It then assigned its academic
committee to study the book, complete what needs completion and bring it
out in the most suitable form with an endeavour to link all academic topics
with their proofs from the Qur’aan and Sunnah.
It is also a fervent wish of the deanship that members of the Muslim world
should have access to useful religious knowledge. It is this wish that
brought about the decision to translate these works into world languages,
spread them and post them on the Internet.
We therefore, beseech Allaah to reward the government of Saudi Arabia
with good for great efforts it exerts to serve Islaam, spread its message and
defend it. We also beseech Allaah to reward it for the constant support and
patronage that it gives to this university. We pray to Allaah, out of His
Mercy, to make this project beneficial and to help us in completing other
projects. We equally beseech Him to make all of us succeed in carrying out
deeds that He loves and is pleased with, and to include us among the
callers to guidance and helpers of truth.
Blessings and peace of Allaah be upon His slave and Messenger, our
Prophet Muhammad as well as his household and companions.
Deanship of Academic Research
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PILLARS OF ISLAAM
The First Pillar: Statement of Testimony
It is to testify that there is no deity worthy of being worshipped except
Allaah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allaah.
These two testimonies are the gateway to Islaam, they are its greatest
pillar, and no person can be regarded a Muslim if he has not uttered them
and worked by their implications.
Meaning of ‘Testifying that there is no deity worthy of being
worshipped except Allaah.’
It is to utter it while one is in full knowledge of its meaning, and to act by its
implication inwardly and outwardly. Uttering it without knowing its meaning
and without acting by its implications is, according to the consensus of the
scholars, of no use but will rather be a proof against one.
Meaning of ‘No deity worthy of worship except Allaah’ is: there is no god
that has any right to be worshiped except Allaah alone.
The two pillars of this statement are: denial and affirmation. One must deny
that nothing has the right to be worshipped besides Allaah and affirm that it
is only Allaah Who has the right to be worshipped. It also entails disbelief in
Taaghoot, which is all that is worshipped besides Allaah like humans,
stones, trees, whims and lusts- and to abhor them and forsake them. So
whoever utters this statement but does not disbelieve in all that is
worshipped besides Allaah has not really uttered it.
Allaah says,
á ÇÊÏÌÈ ÞOŠÏm§•9$# ß`»yJôm§•9$# uqèd žwÎ) tm»s9Î) Hw ( Ó‰Ïnºur ×m»s9Î) ö/ä3ßg»s9Î)ur â

“And your Ilaah (God) is one Ilaah, there is none who has the right to be
worshipped but He, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.”1
He also says,
Ï‰s)sù «!$$Î/ -ÆÏB÷sãƒur ÏNqäó»©Ü9$$Î/ ö•àÿõ3tƒ `yJsù 4 ÄcÓxöø9$# z`ÏB ß‰ô©”•9$# tû¨üt6¨? ‰s% ( ÈûïÏe$!$# ’Îû on#t•ø.Î) Iw â
á ÇËÎÏÈ îLìÎ=tæ ìì‹Ïÿxœ ª!$#ur 3 $olm; tP$|ÁÏÿR$# Ÿw 4’s+øOâqø9$# Íouró•ãèø9$$Î/ y7|¡ôJtGó™$#

1

Al-Baqarah 2:163
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“There is no compulsion in religion. Verily, the Right Path has become
distinct from the wrong path. Whoever disbelieves in Taaghoot and
believes in Allaah, then he has grasped the most trustworthy handhold that
will never break. And Allaah is All-Hearer, All-Knower.”1
The meaning of ‘Ilaah’ is the One Who is worthy of being worshipped. And
whoever claims that ‘Ilaah’ means the Creator, the Sustainer or the One
Who is Able to invent and that, this belief is enough even if he does not
dedicate acts of worship to Allaah alone, the Word ‘Laa ilaaha illallaah’ will
not benefit such a person neither in becoming a Muslim in this world nor in
saving him from the everlasting torment on the Day of Resurrection. Allaah
says,
z`ÏB ¢‘yÛø9$# ßlÌ•øƒä† `tBur t•»|Áö/F{$#ur yìôJ¡¡9$# à7Î=ôJtƒ `¨Br& ÇÚö‘F{$#ur Ïä!$yJ¡¡9$# z`ÏiB Nä3è%ã—ö•tƒ `tB ö@è% â
á ÇÌÊÈ tbqà)-Gs? Ÿxsùr& ö@à)sù 4 ª!$# tbqä9qà)uŠ|¡sù 4 z•öDF{$# ã•În/y‰ãƒ `tBur Çc‘yÛø9$# šÆÏB |MÍh‹yJø9$# ßlÌ•øƒä†ur ÏMÍh‹yJø9$#

“Say (O Muhammad): ‘Who will provide for your from the sky and the
earth? Or who owns hearing and sight? And who brings out the living from
the dead and brings out the dead from the living? And who disposes the
affairs?’ They will say: ‘Allaah.’ Say: ‘Will you not then be afraid of Allaah’s
punishment (for setting up rivals in worship with Him?2
Allaah also says,
á ÇÑÐÈ tbqä3sù÷sãƒ 4’¯Tr'sù ( ª!$# £`ä9qà)u‹s9 öNßgs)n=yz ô`¨B NßgtFø9r'y™ ûÈõs9ur â

“And if you ask them who created them, they will surely say: ‘Allaah.’ How
then are they turned away (from the worship of Allaah Who created
them).”3
Conditions of the statement of Tawheed
1. Knowledge of its meaning –in terms of denial and affirmation- in a way
that drives away ignorance. This is by denying worship to anything besides
Allaah and affirming it for Him alone, without associating any partner to
Him, for none deserves to be worshipped but Allaah alone.
2. To have a certainty that removes all doubts. This is by uttering the
statement out of conviction and satisfaction with full and definite
cognisance of its meaning.

1

Al-Baqarah 2:256
Yoonus 10:31
3
Az-Zukhruf 43:87
2
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3. Acceptance that negates refusal. The Muslim must accept all the
implications of this statement, believe in the truthfulness of its message,
obey all its commandments, abstain from all its prohibitions and must not
deny or attempt to misinterpret the texts of the Qur’aan and the Sunnah.
4. Surrender that negates abandonment. This is by submitting to all that the
statement implies inwardly and outwardly.
5. Truthfulness that negates falsehood. The Muslim must utter this
statement from his heart, knowing well that what he utters verbally should
be in agreement with what is in his heart and that his inward belief should
agree with his outward deeds.
Whoever utters the statement of testimony with his tongue but denies its
meaning in his heart, the statement will not avail him of anything. An
example of this is the situation of the hypocrites who utter with their
tongues what is not in their hearts.
6. Sincerity in worship that negates shirk. This means, the slave should
purify his deeds, through sincere intention, from all stains of shirk. Allaah
says,
y7Ï9ºsŒur 4 no4qx.¨“9$# (#qè?÷sãƒur no4qn=¢Á9$# (#qßJ‹É)ãƒur uä!$xÿuZãm tûïÏe$!$# ã&s! tûüÅÁÎ=øƒèC ©!$# (#rß‰ç6÷èu‹Ï9 žwÎ) (#ÿrâ•ÉDé& !$tBur â
á ÇÎÈ ÏpyJÍhŠs)ø9$# ß`ƒÏŠ

“And they were not commanded but that they should worship Allaah and
worship none but Him alone.”1
7. Love that negates hatred. He should love this word and all that it
denotes. He should love those who believe in it and fulfil its conditions. He
should also detest all that negates the word. The sign of this is to love
Allaah more than one’s desires, and to hate what Allaah hates even if one’s
mind is inclined to it. It includes befriending those who take Allaah and His
Messenger as friends and regard as enemies those who wage war against
Allaah and His Messenger. Allaah says,
$£JÏBur öNä3ZÏB (#ätÂuät•ç/ $¯RÎ) öNÍhÏBöqs)Ï9 (#qä9$s% øŒÎ) ÿ¼çmyètB tûïÏ%©!$#ur zOŠÏdºt•ö/Î) þ’Îû ×puZ|¡ym îouqó™é& öNä3s9 ôMtR%x. ô‰s% â
«!$$Î/ (#qãZÏB÷sè? 4Ó®Lym #´‰t/r& âä!$ŸÒøót7ø9$#ur äourºy‰yèø9$# ãNä3uZ÷•t/ur $uZoY÷•t/ #y‰t/ur ö/ä3Î/ $tRö•xÿx. «!$# ÈbrßŠ `ÏB tbrß‰ç7÷ès?
á ÿ¼çny‰ômur

“Indeed there been an excellent example for you in Ibraaheem and those
with him, when they said to their people: ‘Verily we are free from you and
1

Al-Bayyinah 98:5
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whatever you worship besides Allaah; we have rejected you, and there has
started between us and you hostility and hatred for ever until you believe in
Allaah Alone.”1
He also said,
${6ãm ‘‰x©r& (#þqãZtB#uä tûïÉ‹©9$#ur ( «!$# Éb=ßsx. öNåktXq™6Ïtä† #YŠ#y‰Rr& «!$# ÈbrßŠ `ÏB ä‹Ï‚-Gtƒ `tB Ä¨$¨Z9$# šÆÏBur â

á 3 °!

“And of mankind are some who take (for worship) others besides Allaah as
rivals (to Him). They love them as they love Allaah. But those who believe
love Allaah more (than anything else).”2
Whoever says: ‘Laa ilaaha illaa Allaah” [There is no deity worthy of being
worshipped except Allaah] with sincerity and certainty and he is free from
major and minor shirk, innovations and sins, such will have guidance from
error in this world, shall have security from punishment and Hell-Fire will be
made forbidden to him.
A Muslim must therefore fulfil all these conditions. This means, they should
be completely available in his mind and he should adhere to them. This
does not necessarily mean he should commit them to memory.
This great word, “Laa ilaaha illaa Allaah” is the essence of belief in the
Oneness of Allaah in His right to be worshipped. It is also the type of
Tawheed in which there was disagreement between the Prophets and their
people. It is because of its actualisation that Messengers were sent. Allaah
says,
á |Nqäó»©Ü9$# (#qç7Ï^tGô_$#ur ©!$# (#rß‰ç6ôã$# Âcr& »wqß™§‘ 7p¨Bé& Èe@à2 ’Îû $uZ÷Wyèt/ ô‰s)s9ur â

“We have sent among every nation a Messenger (proclaiming): ‘Worship
Allaah (Alone) and shun (the worship of) At-Taaghoot (all false deities).”3
Allaah also says,
á ÇËÎÈ Èbrß‰ç7ôã$$sù O$tRr& HwÎ) tm»s9Î) Iw ¼çm¯Rr& Ïmø‹s9Î) ûÓÇrqçR žwÎ) @Aqß™§‘ `ÏB š•Î=ö6s% `ÏB $uZù=y™ö‘r& !$tBur â

“And We did not send any Messenger before you (O Muhammad) but We
revealed to him (saying): None has the right to be worshipped but I, so
worship Me.”4

1

Al-Mumtahanah 60:4
Al-Baqarah 2:165
3
An-Nahl 16:36
4
Al-Anbiyaa 21:25
2
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When the name ‘Tawheed’ is freely mentioned, the above is intended.
Its definition: Tawheed Al-Uloohiyyah means to affirm that Allaah is the
One Who has the absolute right to be worshipped over all His creatures
and therefore, should be the only One that must be worshipped without
associating any partner with Him.
Its names: This type of Tawheed is called Tawheed Al-Uloohiyyah or
Ilaahiyyah because it is based on sincere belief in the exclusive right of
Allaah to be worshipped and loved fervently. Other names of this kind of
Tawheed are:

a. Tawheedul-Ibaadah or ‘Uboodiyyah because it is based on sincere
worship of Allaah alone.
b. Tawheedul-Iraadah, because it is based on seeking for the pleasure of
Allaah alone.
c. Tawheedul-Qasd, because it is based on having sincere aim that leads
to sincere worship of Allaah alone.
d. Tawheedut-Talab, because it is based on sincere seeking for the
pleasure of Allaah alone.
e. Tawheedul-‘Amal, because it is based on sincere devotion of deeds to
Allaah alone.
Its rule: Tawheedul-Uloohiyyah is obligatory on mankind. They cannot enter
into Islaam except through it and they cannot be safe from Hell except by it
and through acting according to its meanings. It is the first thing that must
be believed and acted upon by every legally obliged Muslim and the first
thing to start with in the process of calling to Islaam and teaching,
regardless of the opinion of whoever thinks otherwise. Among the things
that indicate its obligatory is the command that comes regarding it in the
Qur’aan and Sunnah, and that Allaah created the creation and revealed the
Books for that purpose. Allaah says,
á ÇÌÏÈ É>$t«tB ÏmøŠs9Î)ur (#qãã÷Šr& Ïmø‹s9Î) 4 ÿ¾ÏmÎ/ x8ÎŽõ°é& Iwur ©!$# y‰ç6ôãr& ÷br& ÝVó•ÉDé& !$yJ¯RÎ) ö@è% â

“Say (O Muhammad (peace be upon him)): "I am commanded only to
worship Allaah (Alone) and not to join partners with Him. To Him (Alone) I
call and to Him is my return."1
He also says,
á ÇÎÏÈ Èbrß‰ç7÷èu‹Ï9 žwÎ) }§RM}$#ur £`Ågø:$# àMø)n=yz $tBur â

1

Ar-Ra‘d 13:36
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“And I (Allaah) created not the jinn and mankind except that they should
worship Me (Alone).”1
The Messenger of Allaah told Mu‘aadh when he sent him to Yemen, “You
will go to the people of the Scripture. So, when you reach there, invite them
to testify that none has the right to be worshipped but Allaah, and that
Muhammad is His Messenger. If they obey you in that, tell them that Allaah
has enjoined on them five prayers in each day and night. If they obey you in
that tell them that Allaah has made it obligatory on them to pay the Zakaah,
which will be taken from the rich among them and given to the poor among
them.”2
This Tawheed is the best and the greatest of all deeds that erase the sins.
Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim reported on the authority of ‘Utbaan that the
Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace be upon him said, “Surely,
Allaah has forbidden Fire for whoever says: Laa ilaaha illallaah seeking by
that the pleasure of Allaah.”
Unanimity of all Messengers on the word of Tawheed:
All Messengers are united on calling their peoples to the word ‘Laa ilaaha
illallaah’ and in warning against turning away from it. This is explained by
many verses in the Glorious Qur’aan. Allaah says,
á ÇËÎÈ Èbrß‰ç7ôã$$sù O$tRr& HwÎ) tm»s9Î) Iw ¼çm¯Rr& Ïmø‹s9Î) ûÓÇrqçR žwÎ) @Aqß™§‘ `ÏB š•Î=ö6s% `ÏB $uZù=y™ö‘r& !$tBur â

And We did not send any Messenger before you (O Muhammad (peace be
upon him)) but We revealed to him (saying): Laa ilaaha illaa Ana (none has
the right to be worshipped but I (Allaah)) so worship Me (Alone and none
else)."3
The Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace be upon him has given an
example of the Prophets’ unanimity in their call to the word of Tawheed
when he explained that all Prophets are children of the same father, that
they have different mothers but one religion. Their only religion is Islaamic
Monotheism though their laws may vary just as children can have different
mothers and yet share the same father.
Meaning of ‘testifying that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allaah’:
A. Testifying that Muhammad, blessings and peace be upon him, is the
Messenger of Allaah means obeying him in all that he commands, believing

1

Adh-Dhaariyaat 51:56
Al-Bukhaaree
3
Al-Anbiyaa 21:25

2
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him in all that he tells, abstaining from all that he forbids and warns against
and not worship Allaah except through the way he recommends.
B. Actualising the testimony that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allaah:
This can be actualised through eemaan and complete certainty that
Muhammad is the slave of Allaah and His Messenger whom He sent to all
men and jinn; that he is the last of all the Prophets and Messengers; that he
is a favoured slave of Allaah who possessed nothing of the attributes of
Godhood and that he must be obeyed, his commands and prohibitions
must be honoured and his Sunnah must be adhered to in word, deed and
belief.
Allaah says,
á $·èŠÏHsd öNà6ö‹s9Î) «!$# ãAqß™u‘ ’ÎoTÎ) ÚZ$¨Z9$# $yg•ƒr'¯»tƒ ö@è% â

“Say (O Muhammad (peace be upon him)) "O mankind! Verily, I am sent to
you all as the Messenger of Allaah.”1
He also says,
á #\•ƒÉ‹tRur #ZŽ•Ï±o0 Ä¨$¨Y=Ïj9 Zp©ù!$Ÿ2 žwÎ) y7»oYù=y™ö‘r& !$tBur â

“And We have not sent you (O Muhammad (peace be upon him)) except
as a giver of glad tidings and a warner to all mankind, but most of men
know not.”2
He says also,
á 3 z`¿ÍhŠÎ;¨Y9$# zOs?$yzur «!$# tAqß™§‘ `Å3»s9ur öNä3Ï9%y`Íh‘ `ÏiB 7‰tnr& !$t/r& î‰£JptèC tb%x. $¨B â

“Muhammad (peace be upon him) is not the father of any of your men, but
he is the Messenger of Allaah and the last (end) of the Prophets.”3
He also says,
á ÇÒÌÈ Zwqß™§‘ #ZŽ|³o0 žwÎ) àMZä. ö@yd ’În1u‘ tb$ysö7ß™ ö@è% â

“Say (O Muhammad (peace be upon him)) "Glorified (and Exalted) is my
Lord (Allaah) above all that evil they (polytheists) associate with Him! Am I
anything but a man, sent as a Messenger?"4
Believing in the messengerhood of Muhammad entails certain things like:

1

Al-A‘raaf 7:158
Saba’ 34:28
3
Al-Ahzaab 33:40
4
Al-Israa 17:93
2
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One: To believe in his Message and to bear that in one’s heart.
Two: To proclaim and acknowledge it openly with one’s tongue.
Three: To follow him by acting upon the truth that he brought and by
refraining from all the falsehood that he forbids. Allaah says,
öNà6¯=yès9 çnqãèÎ7¨?$#ur ¾ÏmÏG»yJÎ=Ÿ2ur «!$$Î/ ÚÆÏB÷sãƒ ”Ï%©!$# Çc’ÍhGW{$# ÄcÓÉ<¨Y9$# Ï&Î!qß™u‘ur «!$$Î/ (#qãYÏB$t«sù â
á ÇÊÎÑÈ šcrß‰tGôgs?

“So believe in Allaah and His Messenger (Muhammad (peace be upon
him)) the Prophet who can neither read nor write (i.e. Muhammad (peace
be upon him)) who believes in Allaah and His Words ((this Qur’aan), the
Taurât (Torah) and the Injeel (Gospel) and also Allaah's Word: "Be!" - and
he was, i.e. 'Eesaa (Jesus) son of Maryam (Mary), (peace be upon them))
and follow him so that you may be guided.”1
Four: To believe him in all that he tells.
Five: To love him more than one would love his own self, wealth, children,
parents and people altogether because he is the Messenger of Allaah and
loving him means loving Allaah.
The reality of loving him therefore, is to follow him and obey his
commandments, to abstain from all that he forbids, to help his cause and to
be a friend to him. Allaah says,
á ÇÌÊÈ ÒO‹Ïm§‘ Ö‘qàÿxî ª!$#ur 3 ö/ä3t/qçRèŒ ö/ä3s9 ö•Ïÿøótƒur ª!$# ãNä3ö7Î6ósãƒ ‘ÏRqãèÎ7¨?$$sù ©!$# tbq™7Åsè? óOçFZä. bÎ) ö@è% â

“Say (O Muhammad (peace be upon him) to mankind): "If you (really) love
Allaah then follow me (i.e. accept Islaamic Monotheism, follow the Qur’aan
and the Sunnah), Allaah will love you and forgive you your sins. And Allaah
is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.”2
The Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace be upon him himself said:
“None of you believes until he loves me more than he loves his parents,
children and all people.”3
Allaah the Almighty says,
ãNèd y7Í´¯»s9'ré&

ÿ¼çmyètB tAÌ“Ré& ü“Ï%©!$# u‘q‘Z9$# (#qãèt7¨?$#ur çnrã•|ÁtRur çnrâ‘¨“tãur ¾ÏmÎ/ (#qãZtB#uä šúïÏ%©!$$sù â
á ÇÊÎÐÈ šcqßsÎ=øÿßJø9$#

1

Al-A‘raaf 7:158
Aal ‘Imraan 3:31
3
Reported by Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim on the authority of Anas.
2
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“So those who believe in him (Muhammad (peace be upon him)) honour
him, help him, and follow the light (the Qur’aan) which has been sent down
with him, it is they who will be successful.”1
Six: To act by his Sunnah, to give his sayings preference over sayings of
others, to surrender to him, to implement his law and to feel contented by
that.
Merits of the two Statements of Testimony:
Statement of Tawheed has great merits mentioned in the Qur’aan and the
Sunnah. Among its merits are:
A. It is the first pillar of Islaam, the foundation of religion and the basis of
Islaamic creed. It is the gateway to Islaam, and it is upon it that the
heavens and the earth stand.
B. It grants immunity to the blood and the property. Whoever says it, it will
guarantee the protection of his blood and wealth.
C. It is the best of all deeds and the greatest in terms of erasing sins. It is
the cause of entrance into Paradise and the safety from Fire. If the seven
heavens and the earths were to be put on a scale and the word ‘Laa ilaaha
illallaah’ were to be on another, the word would definitely outweigh them.
The Prophet, blessings and peace be upon him said, “Whoever testifies
that there is no deity worthy of worship save Allaah and that Muhammad is
His slave and Messenger, Hell-Fire is forbidden to him.”2
D. It comprises the remembrance of Allaah, invocation and praise. It
includes supplication of worship and supplication of request. It is also the
most available remembrance and the most accessible. It is the Good Word,
the trustworthiest handhold and the Statement of Sincerity. It is the
statement upon which the heavens and the earth stand and for which the
creation was brought into being, the Messengers sent and the Books
revealed. Obligatory and supererogatory acts were ordained to support it
and in it for its purpose that swords were unsheathed for Jihaad. Whoever
says it and acts by it truthfully, sincerely, submissively and in love, he will
enter Paradise, whatever his deeds are.

1
2

Al-A‘raaf 7:157
Muslim
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The Second Pillar: Prayer (Salaah)
Prayer is the most important act of worship. Islaam pays great attention to
it. It explains its merit and its position among other acts of worship. Prayer
is the link between man and his Lord. For, it is through prayer that man’s
obedience to his Lord’s commandments manifests.
Meaning of prayer:
Linguistically, prayer is synonymous with supplication. This is what is
referred to in the word of Allaah that says,
á 3 öNçl°; Ö`s3y™ y7s?4qn=|¹ ¨bÎ) ( öNÎgø‹n=tæ Èe@|¹ur â

“And invoke Allaah for them. Verily! Your invocations are a source of
security for them.”1
Islaamically: Prayer is an act of worship that consists of special words and
deeds. It starts with Takbeer and ends with Tasleem.
What is meant by words are: saying ‘Allaahu akbar’, glorifying Allaah,
making invocations etc.
What is meant by deeds are: standing up, bowing, prostrating, sitting etc.
Its Importance in the Eyes of the Prophets and Messengers:
Prayer is one of the acts of worship prescribed in all divine ordainments
that preceded the advent of our Prophet Muhammad’s mission. Prophet
Ibraaheem asked his Lord to make him and his offspring establish the
prayer saying,
á 4 ÓÉL-ƒÍh‘èŒ `ÏBur Ío4qn=¢Á9$# zOŠÉ)ãB ÓÍ_ù=yèô_$# Éb>u‘ â

"O my Lord! Make me one who performs As-Salaah (prayer), and (also)
from my offspring.”2
Prophet Ismaa‘eel also used to command his household to perform
prayers. Allaah says about him,
á Ío4qx.¨“9$#ur Ío4qn=¢Á9$$Î/ ¼ã&s#÷dr& ã•ãBù'tƒ tb%x.ur â

1
2

At-Tawbah 9:103
Ibraaheem 14:40
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“And he used to enjoin on his family and his people As-Salât (the prayers)
and the Zakaah.”1
Allaah says addressing Prophet Moosaa,
á ÇÊÍÈ ü“Ì•ò2Ï%Î! no4qn=¢Á9$# ÉOÏ%r&ur ’ÎTô‰ç6ôã$$sù O$tRr& HwÎ) tm»s9Î) Iw ª!$# $tRr& ûÓÍ_¯RÎ) â

“Verily! I am Allaah! Laa ilaaha illaa Ana (none has the right to be
worshipped but I), so worship Me, and perform As-Salaah (prayer) for My
Remembrance.”2
Allaah also commanded his Prophet ‘Eesaa to do observe prayers. He
says,
á ÇÌÊÈ $|‹ym àMøBßŠ $tB Ío4qŸ2¨“9$#ur Ío4qn=¢Á9$$Î/ ÓÍ_»|¹÷rr&ur àMZà2 $tB tûøïr& %º.u‘$t7ãB ÓÍ_n=yèy_ur â

"And He has made me blessed wheresoever I be, and has enjoined on me
Salaah (prayer), and Zakaah, as long as I live."3
Allaah ordained the prayer for our Prophet Muhammad, blessings and
peace of Allaah be upon him in the heaven during the night of Israa and
Mi‘raaj. It was firstly made fifty obligatory prayers, and then Allaah reduced
it to five. It is five in observance and fifty in reward.
The five obligatory prayers are: Fajr (Dawn prayer), Zuhr (Noon prayer),
‘Asr (Afternoon prayer), Maghrib (Sunset prayer) and ‘Ishaa (Evening
prayer)
Evidence for its Ordainment
The ordainment of the prayer is established through many evidences.
One: From the Qur’aan:
The sayings of Allaah:
á ÇÍÌÈ tûüÏèÏ.º§•9$# yìtB (#qãèx.ö‘$#ur no4qx.¨“9$# (#qè?#uäur no4qn=¢Á9$# (#qßJŠÏ%r&ur â

“And perform As-Salaah (prayer), and give Zakaah, and bow down (or
submit yourselves with obedience to Allaah) along with those who bow
down.”4
á ÇÊÉÌÈ $Y?qè%öq¨B $Y7»tFÏ. šúüÏZÏB÷sßJø9$# ’n?tã ôMtR%x. no4qn=¢Á9$# ¨bÎ) â
1

Maryam 19:55
Taa-Haa 20:14
3
Maryam 19:31
4
Al-Baqarah 2:43
2
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“Verily, As-Salaah (the prayer) is enjoined on the believers at fixed hours.”1
y7Ï9ºsŒur 4 no4qx.¨“9$# (#qè?÷sãƒur no4qn=¢Á9$# (#qßJ‹É)ãƒur uä!$xÿuZãm tûïÏe$!$# ã&s! tûüÅÁÎ=øƒèC ©!$# (#rß‰ç6÷èu‹Ï9 žwÎ) (#ÿrâ•ÉDé& !$tBur â
á ÇÎÈ ÏpyJÍhŠs)ø9$# ß`ƒÏŠ

“And they were commanded not, but that they should worship Allaah, and
worship none but Him Alone (abstaining from ascribing partners to Him),
and perform As-Salaah (prayer) and give Zakaah, and that is the right
religion.”2
Two: From the Sunnah:
1. The hadeeth narrated by Ibn ‘Umar that the Messenger of Allaah said,
 وﺣﺞ، وأن ﻣﺤﻤﺪاً رﺳﻮل اﷲ وإﻗﺎم اﻟﺼﻼة وإﯾﺘﺎء اﻟﺰﻛﺎة، ﺷﮭﺎدة أن ﻻ إﻟﮫ إﻻ اﷲ،"ﺑﻨﻲ اﻹﺳﻼم ﻋﻠﻰ ﺧﻤﺲ
" وﺻﻮم رﻣﻀﺎن،اﻟﺒﯿﺖ
“Islaam is based on (the following) five (principles): To testify that none has
the right to be worshipped but Allaah and Muhammad is Allaah's
Messenger, to offer the (compulsory congregational) prayers dutifully and
perfectly, to pay Zakaah (i.e. obligatory charity), to perform Hajj. (i.e.
Pilgrimage to Mecca) and to observe fast during the month of Ramadaan.”3
2. The hadeeth narrated by ‘Umar Ibn Al-Khattaab in which the Messenger
of Allaah said,
 وﺗﺼﻮم رﻣﻀﺎن، وﺗﻘﯿﻢ اﻟﺼﻼة وﺗﺆﺗﻲ اﻟﺰﻛﺎة،-r- "اﻹﺳﻼم أن ﺗﺸﮭﺪ أن ﻻ إﻟﮫ إﻻ اﷲ وأن ﻣﺤﻤﺪاً رﺳﻮل اﷲ
"...ًوﺗﺤﺞ اﻟﺒﯿﺖ إن اﺳﺘﻄﻌﺖ إﻟﯿﮫ ﺳﺒﯿﻼ
“Islaam is to testify that there is no deity worthy of being worshipped but
Allaah and that Muhammad is His Messenger, to perform the prayer, to
give the Zakaah, to fast the month of Ramadaan and to make pilgrimage to
the House (of Allaah) if you are able to do so.”4
3. The hadeeth narrated by Ibn ‘Abbaas that the Messenger of Allaah,
blessings and peace be upon him sent Mu‘aadh to Yemen and told him:
 ﻓﺈن ھﻢ أﻃﺎﻋﻮا ﻟﺬﻟﻚ ﻓﺄﻋﻠﻤﮭﻢ أن اﷲ اﻓﺘﺮض،"ادﻋﮭﻢ إﻟﻰ ﺷﮭﺎدة أن ﻻ إﻟﮫ إﻻ اﷲ وأن ﻣﺤﻤﺪاً رﺳﻮل اﷲ
"...ﻋﻠﯿﮭﻢ ﺧﻤﺲ ﺻﻠﻮات ﻓﻲ ﻛﻞ ﯾﻮم وﻟﯿﻠﺔ
“Call them to testify that there is no deity worthy of being worshipped but
Allaah and the Muhammad is the Messenger of Allaah. If they obey you in

1

An-Nisaa 4:103
Al-Bayyinah 98:5
3
Reported by Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim
4
Reported by Muslim
2
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that, tell them that Allaah has enjoined on them, five prayers to be offered
in one day and one night...”1
Three: Consensus:
The Muslims unanimously agree on the ordainment of the five daily
prayers, and that they are one of the obligatory duties of Islaam.
Reasons for ordaining the prayer:
The prayer is ordained for many reasons some of them can be mentioned
as follows:
1. As a sign of worship from the slave to Allaah and in order to show that he
is a bondsman of Allaah. It is this prayer that makes a man feel the sense
of servitude and enables him to remain in constant relationship with his
Creator.
2. Prayer strengthens the relationship between man and Allaah and makes
him always remember His Lord.
3. It prevents the worshipper from immoralities and sins. It purifies man
from sins and iniquities.
This point is supported by the hadeeth narrated by Jaabir bin ‘Abdillaah that
the Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace be upon him said,
""ﻣﺜﻞ اﻟﺼﻠﻮات ﻛﻤﺜﻞ ﻧﮭﺮ ﺟﺎر ﻏﻤﺮ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺑﺎب أﺣﺪﻛﻢ ﯾﻐﺘﺴﻞ ﻣﻨﮫ ﻛﻞ ﯾﻮم ﺧﻤﺲ ﻣﺮات
“The similitude of five prayers is like an overflowing river passing by the
gate of one of you in which he washes five times daily.”2
4. Prayer is tranquillity of the heart and peace of the mind. It saves the mind
from calamities that can disturb its peace. That was why it was the source
of happiness for the Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace be upon
him and he used to resort to it whenever a matter disturbed him. He used to
say,
""ﯾﺎ ﺑﻼل أرﺣﻨﺎ ﺑﺎﻟﺼﻼة
“O Bilaal! Let us have peace with the prayer.”

3

Prayer is obligatory on whom?
Prayer is obligatory on every Muslim who is mature and sane, male and
female. It is not obligatory on a disbeliever. This means he would not be
required to observe it in this world because his prayer would not be valid as
a result of his disbelief. He will however be punished in the Hereafter for his
1

Reported by Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim
Reported by Muslim
3
Reported by Ahmad
2
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failure to observe it because; had he accepted Islaam, he would have been
able to do so but he failed to accept Islaam. The evidence for this is the
saying of the Almighty Allaah,
ÇÍÍÈ tûüÅ3ó¡ÏJø9$# ãNÏèôÜçR à7tR óOs9ur ÇÍÌÈ tû,Íj#|ÁßJø9$# šÆÏB à7tR óOs9 (#qä9$s% ÇÍËÈ t•s)y™ ’Îû óOä3x6n=y™ $tB â
á ÇÍÐÈ ßûüÉ)u‹ø9$# $oY9s?r& #Ó¨Lym ÇÍÏÈ ÈûïÏd‰9$# ÏQöqu‹Î/ Ü>Éj‹s3çR $¨Zä.ur ÇÍÎÈ tûüÅÒÍ¬!$sƒø:$# yìtB ÞÚqèƒwU $¨Zà2ur

"What has caused you to enter Hell?" They will say: "We were not of those
who used to offer their Salaah (prayers) Nor we used to feed Al-Miskin (the
poor); And we used to talk falsehood (all that which Allaah hated) with vain
talkers. And we used to belie the Day of Recompense, until there came to
us (the death) that is certain."1
Also, the prayer is not obligatory on the child because he has not attained
the age of legal obligation nor is it obligatory on the insane person. It is also
not obligatory on the woman in menstrual or postnatal period because the
Law-Giver has exempted them as a result of the impurity that prevents
them from performing prayers.
The guardian of a male or female child should command him or her to
observe prayers when he or she reaches the age of seven and spank him
or her for the failure to pray when he or she reaches the age of ten -as
reported in the hadeeth- so that he or she will get used to it.
The rule on the person who abandons the prayer:
Whoever intentionally abandons the prayer, he has committed an act of
disbelief that brings him out of the fold of Islaam and makes him an
apostate. This is because he has disobeyed Allaah by abandoning what He
has made obligatory on him. Such a person should be asked to repent. If
he repents and returns by performing the prayers, he remains a Muslim but
if he fails to repent and insists on not performing the prayers, he becomes
an apostate from Islaam. In that case, he should not be washed or
shrouded when he dies. The funeral prayers should not be offered on him
and neither should he be buried in the Muslims’ cemetery because he is no
longer a Muslim.
Preconditions of prayers:
1. Islaam
2. Sanity
3. Attaining the age of discretion

1

Al-Muddaththir 74:42-47
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4. The time of the prayer must due
5. Making the intention
6. Facing the Qiblah
7. Covering the nakedness. Man’s ‘nakedness is what lies between his
navel and his knees. As for the woman, her ‘nakedness during prayer is all
her body except her face and hands.
8. Removal of impurities from the clothes, the body and the place of the
worshipper.
9. Moving out of the states of impurity by performing ablution and ritual bath
of Janaabah1.
Designated times of prayers:
1. Zuhr: Its time begins from the time the sun declines from the meridian till
the shadow of every object is equal to its length.
2. ‘Asr: Its time begins at the expiration of the time of Zuhr until the shadow
of every object becomes as twice its length. This is time that the sun starts
becoming pale.
3. Maghrib: Its time starts from the sunset till the disappearance of the red
glow that comes after the sunset.
4. ‘Ishaa: Its time starts at the end of Maghrib time and ends at midnight.
5. Fajr: Its time starts at the appearance of the real dawn and ends at just
before sunset.
The evidence for all this is the hadeeth narrated by ‘Abdullaah bin ‘Amr that
the Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace be upon him said,
 ووﻗﺖ اﻟﻌﺼﺮ ﻣﺎ ﻟﻢ ﺗﺼﻔﺮ،"وﻗﺖ اﻟﻈﮭﺮ إذا زاﻟﺖ اﻟﺸﻤﺲ وﻛﺎن ﻇﻞ اﻟﺮﺟﻞ ﻛﻄﻮﻟﮫ ﻣﺎ ﻟﻢ ﯾﺤﻀﺮ اﻟﻌﺼﺮ
 ووﻗﺖ، ووﻗﺖ ﺻﻼة اﻟﻌﺸﺎء إﻟﻰ ﻧﺼﻒ اﻟﻠﯿﻞ اﻷوﺳﻂ، ووﻗﺖ ﺻﻼة اﻟﻤﻐﺮب ﻣﺎ ﻟﻢ ﯾﻐﺐ اﻟﺸﻔﻖ،اﻟﺸﻤﺲ
".. ﻓﺈذا ﻃﻠﻌﺖ اﻟﺸﻤﺲ ﻓﺄﻣﺴﻚ ﻋﻦ اﻟﺼﻼة،ﺻﻼة اﻟﺼﺒﺢ ﻣﻦ ﻃﻠﻮع اﻟﻔﺠﺮ ﻣﺎ ﻟﻢ ﺗﻄﻠﻊ اﻟﺸﻤﺲ
“The time of the noon prayer is when the sun passes the meridian and a
man's shadow is the same (length) as his height, (and it lasts) as long as
the time for the afternoon prayer has not come; the time for the afternoon
prayer is as long as the sun has not become pale; the time of the evening
prayer is as long as the twilight has not ended; the time of the night prayer
is up to the middle of the average night and the time of the morning prayer
is from the appearance of dawn, as long as the sun has not risen; but when
the sun rises, refrain from prayer for it rises between the horns of the devil.٢

1

Janaabah is a state of impurity as a result of sexual intercourse or ejaculation.
(Translator)
2
Reported by Muslim
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Numbers of their Rak‘ahs:
The total number of the rak‘ahs of the five daily obligatory prayers is
seventeen and their distribution is as follows:
1. Zuhr: four rak‘ahs
2. ‘Asr: four rak‘ahs
3. Maghrib: three rak‘ahs
4. ‘Ishaa: four rak‘ahs
5. Fajr: Two rak‘ahs
Whoever increases or decreases the number of the rak‘ahs of these
prayers, his prayer is void if he does that intentionally. If he does that
forgetfully, he amends it with the prostration of forgetfulness.
The above numbers are mandatory for a non-traveller. If he is a traveller, it
is recommended that he shorten the four-rak’ah prayers to two. The Muslim
must observe these prayers at their prescribed times unless he has an
excuse for not doing so like being asleep, being in the state of forgetfulness
or on a journey. Whoever sleeps through the time of a prayer or forgets to
observe it until its time expires, he should observe it when he wakes up or
remembers it.
Essential acts of prayer:
1. Observing the prayer in standing position if one is able to.
2. Reciting the Takbeerah Al-Ihraam1
3. Reading Soorah Al-Faatihah
4. Bowing
5. Rising from it
6. Prostrating on the seven parts of the body2
7. Rising to sitting position from prostration
8. The last Tashahhud
9. Doing it in the sitting position
10. Maintaining calmness while performing these pillars
11. Performing them in sequence
12. Making Tasleem
1

Takbeerah Al-Ihraam is the first ‘Takbeer’ said at the beginning of the prayer after
making the intention. (Translator)
2
The seven parts of the body upon which the prostration is done are the forehead
including the nose, the two palms, tips of the two feet and the two knees. (Translator)
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Obligatory acts of prayer:
Obligatory acts of worship are eight:
1. All Takbeer that is made when moving from a position to another, except
the first Takbeer.
2. Saying “Sami‘allaahu liman hamidah”. Saying this is compulsory for the
Imaam and the one praying alone. As for the one who prays behind an
Imaam, he does not have to say it.
3. Saying “Rabbanaa walakal-hamd”. Saying this is compulsory for the
Imaam, the person praying alone and the person praying behind an Imaam.
4. Saying “Subhaana rabbiyal ‘azeem” in bowing position.
5. Saying “Subhaana rabbiyal a‘laa” in prostration.
6. Saying “Rabbigh-fir-lee” between the two prostrations.
7. The first Tashahhud. It is to say: “Attahiyyaatulillaah wassalawaatu
wattayyibaat, assalaamu alayka ayyuhan-nabiyyu warahmatullaah
wabarakaatuh, assalaamu ‘alaynaa wa‘alaa ‘ibaadillaah assaliheen.
Ash’hadu alla ilaaha illallaah, wa ash’adu anna Muhammadan ‘abduhu
warasooluh.” One can also recite similar versions that are authentically
reported from the Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace be upon him.
8. Being in a sitting position while reciting the first Tashahhud.
Whoever omits any obligatory act of worship, his prayer is invalid. But
whoever omits that out of ignorance or forgetfulness, he amends it with the
prostration of forgetfulness (Sujood As-Sahw).
The congregational prayer:
The Muslim male must observe the five obligatory prayers in the mosque
with the congregation of the Muslims in order to attain the pleasure of
Allaah and His reward.
The congregational prayer is higher than the one performed alone by
twenty-seven degrees. In the hadeeth narrated by Ibn ‘Umar, the
Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace be upon him said,
""ﺻﻼة اﻟﺠﻤﺎﻋﺔ أﻓﻀﻞ ﻣﻦ ﺻﻼة اﻟﻔﺬ ﺑﺴﺒﻊ وﻋﺸﺮﯾﻦ درﺟﺔ
“Congregational prayer is better than the one performed alone by twentyseven degrees.”1
As for the Muslim woman, her prayer in her house is better than her prayer
with the congregation.

1

Reported by Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim
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The Nullifiers of the prayer:
Any of the following things nullifies the prayer:
1. Intentional eating or drinking. The scholars unanimously agree that
whoever eats or drinks intentionally while praying, his prayer becomes
invalid and he should restart the prayer.
2. Intentional utterances that are not connected with the prayer. The
evidence is the hadeeth narrated by Zayd bin Arqam who said, “We used to
speak while in prayer. One of us used to speak to his brother (while in
prayer) about his need, till this Verse was revealed:
"Guard strictly the (five obligatory) prayers, especially the middle (the Best)
(Asr) Prayer and stand before Allaah with obedience (and not to speak to
others during the prayers)." Then we were ordered not to speak in the
prayers.”1 There is also a consensus among the scholars that whoever
talks intentionally while in prayer and the speech is not in the interest of the
prayer; the prayer becomes nullified.
3. Doing many activities intentionally while in the prayer. What is meant by
many activities are such deeds that give the one who looks at the
worshipper an impression that he is not in the prayer.
4. Intentional and unnecessary abandonment of a pillar or a precondition
act of the prayer like performing the prayer without ablution or refusing to
face the Qiblah. The evidence for this is the command of the Messenger of
Allaah, blessings and peace be upon him to the Bedouin man who had not
performed his prayer perfectly, “Go back and perform the prayer for you
have not performed the prayer.”2
5. Laughing while in prayer. The scholars agree unanimously on invalidity
of the prayer of a person who laughs while performing it.
Periods in which prayers are forbidden:
1. After the Fajr prayer until the sun rises and is fully up.
2. When the sun is at its zenith.
3. After ‘Asr prayer until the sunset.
The following hadeeth indicates the forbiddance of the prayer at above
periods. ‘Uqbah bin ‘Aamir said,
 ﺣﯿﻦ ﺗﻄﻠﻊ اﻟﺸﻤﺲ ﺑﺎزﻏﺔ، ﯾﻨﮭﺎﻧﺎ أن ﻧﺼﻠﻲ ﻓﯿﮭﻦ وأن ﻧﻘﺒﺮ ﻓﯿﮭﻦ ﻣﻮﺗﺎﻧﺎr "ﺛﻼث ﺳﺎﻋﺎت ﻛﺎن رﺳﻮل اﷲ
" وﺣﯿﻦ ﺗﻀﯿﱠﻒ اﻟﺸﻤﺲ ﻟﻠﻐﺮوب ﺣﺘﻰ ﺗﻐﺮب، وﺣﯿﻦ ﯾﻘﻮم ﻗﺎﺋﻢ اﻟﻈﮭﯿﺮة ﺣﺘﻰ ﺗﻤﯿﻞ اﻟﺸﻤﺲ،ﺣﺘﻰ ﺗﺮﺗﻔﻊ

1
2

Ibid.
Ibid.
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“There were the times at which Allaah's Messenger (may peace be upon
him) forbade us to pray, or bury our dead: When the sun begins to rise till it
is fully up, when the sun is at its height at midday till it passes over the
meridian, and when the sun draws near to setting till it sets.”1
Another evidence is the hadeeth narrated by Abu Sa‘eed Al-Khudree that
the Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace be upon him said,
" وﻻ ﺻﻼة ﺑﻌﺪ ﺻﻼة اﻟﻔﺠﺮ ﺣﺘﻰ ﺗﻄﻠﻊ اﻟﺸﻤﺲ،"ﻻ ﺻﻼة ﺑﻌﺪ ﺻﻼة اﻟﻌﺼﺮ ﺣﺘﻰ ﺗﻐﺮب اﻟﺸﻤﺲ
“No prayer is valid after the 'Asr prayer till the sun sets and no prayer is
valid after the dawn prayer till the sun rises.”2
How to perform prayer in brief:
The Muslim must emulate the Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace
be upon him in all acts of worship including the prayer. He said,
""ﺻﻠﻮا ﻛﻤﺎ رأﯾﺘﻤﻮﻧﻲ أﺻﻠﻲ
3

“Pray as you have seen me praying.”

When the Prophet, blessings and peace be upon him rose up to perform
the prayer and stood before Allaah the Exalted, he made the intention of
performing the prayer with his heart. It was not reported from him that he
once uttered the intention verbally. He would then glorify Allaah saying
“Allaahu akbar” raising his hands to the level of his shoulders. Sometimes,
he raised them to the level of his earlobes. He would then put his hand on
his chest, putting the right hand on the left. After this, he would recite one of
the invocations of opening the prayer like:
( وﻻ إﻟﮫ ﻏﯿﺮك، وﺗﻌﺎﻟﻰ ﺟَﺪﱡك، ﺗﺒﺎرك اﺳﻤﻚ،)ﺳﺒﺤﺎﻧﻚ اﻟﻠﮭﻢ وﺑﺤﻤﺪك

“Subhaanaka Allaahumma wabihamdika, tabaarakasmuka, wata‘aalaa
jadduka, walaa ilaaha ghayruka.”
[O Allaah! I declare You as far removed from every imperfection and
deserving all the praise. Blessed in Your Name. Exalted is Your Majesty,
and there is no deity worthy of being worshipped but You.]
He would then recite Soorah Al-Faatihah and another Soorah. He would
then say: “Allaahu akbar” raising his two hands. He would bow and stretch
his back so much so that if a water jar were placed on his back, the water
would not spill out. He would say in this position:
“Subhaana rabbiyal ‘Azeem” (3 times)
[My Lord, the Great is far removed from every imperfection.]
1

Reported by Muslim
Reported by Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim
3
Reported by Al-Bukhaaree
2
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He would then rise to the standing position saying:

“Sami‘allaahu liman hamidah. Rabbanaa walakal-hamd.”
[Allaah hears him who praises Him. O our Lord! All praise is due to You.]
He would raise his hands while saying this and he would remain standing
until he was upright. He would then say: “Allaahu akbar” and prostrate.
When he prostrated, he would keep his arms apart from his sides until the
whiteness of his armpits was seen and would comfortably place his
forehead, nose, palms, knees and toes on the ground saying:
“Subhaana Rabbiyal a‘laa” (3 times)
[My Lord, the High is far removed from all imperfections.]
He would then say “Allaahu akbar” and rest on his left leg while his right
foot is upright with the tips of its toes facing the Qiblah. He would say in this
sitting position:
“Rabbigh-fir lee war-ham-nee, waj-bur-nee, war-fa-‘nee, wah-dinee, wa
‘aafinee, war-fa‘nee.”
[O My Lord! Forgive me, have mercy on me, console me, guide me, give
me health and raise my rank.”] He would then say: “Allaahu akbar” and
prostrate and then rise to the second rak‘ah.
That was how the Prophet, blessings and peace be upon him did in every
rak‘ah. When he sat down after two rak‘ahs for the first Tashahhud, he
would say,
 اﻟ ﺴﻼم ﻋﻠﯿﻨ ﺎ وﻋﻠ ﻰ ﻋﺒ ﺎد اﷲ، اﻟﺴﻼم ﻋﻠﯿﻚ أﯾﮭﺎ اﻟﻨﺒﻲ ورﺣﻤﺔ اﷲ وﺑﺮﻛﺎﺗﮫ،)اﻟﺘﺤﯿﺎت ﷲ واﻟﺼﻠﻮات واﻟﻄﯿﺒﺎت
( أﺷﮭﺪ أن ﻻ إﻟﮫ إﻻ اﷲ وأﺷﮭﺪ أن ﻣﺤﻤﺪاً ﻋﺒﺪه ورﺳﻮﻟﮫ،اﻟﺼﺎﻟﺤﯿﻦ
“Attahiyyaatulillaah wassalawaatu wattayyibaat, assalaamu alayka
ayyuhan-nabiyyu warahmatullaah wabarakaatuh, assalaamu ‘alaynaa
wa‘alaa ‘ibaadillaah assaliheen. Ash’hadu alla ilaaha illallaah, wa ash’adu
anna Muhammadan ‘abduhu warasooluh.”
[All salutations and the prayers and the good deeds are all due to Allaah.
Peace be upon you O the Prophet, and the mercy of Allaah and His
blessings. Peace be upon us and all the righteous servants of Allaah. I
testify that there is no deity worthy of being worshipped except Allaah and I
testify that Muhammad is the slave of Allaah and His Messenger.]
The Prophet, blessings and peace be upon him would then rise to the third
rak‘ah, saying “Allaahu akbar” and standing upright. This is the fourth place
in which the Prophet, blessings and peace be upon him raised his hands in
his prayers. When he sat down for the last Tashahhud: the third rak‘ah of
Maghrib prayer and the fourth of Zuhr, ‘Asr and ‘Ishaa prayers, he would
recline on his left side, bring out his left leg from under his right shank and
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keep his right foot upright facing the Qiblah with the tips of his toes1. He
would hold the fingers of his right hand leaving out the index finger which
he moved or kept pointed during Tashahhud, and which he gazed at. After
he finished from Tashahhud, he would make Tasleem to his right and left
sides saying,

Assalaamu
‘alaykumwarahmatullaah,
Assalaamu
‘alaykum
warahmatullaah.
[Peace be upon you and the mercy of Allaah, Peace be upon you and the
mercy of Allaah.]
While saying the Tasleem, he would move his head to the right and the left
so much so that the whiteness of his cheeks was seen.
The manner of performing prayer as described above has been mentioned
in many hadeeths reported from the Messenger of Allaah, blessings and
peace be upon him.
The above is the rule of the prayer upon which the soundness of all deeds
depends. If the prayer is sound, other deeds of the Muslim will be sound;
and if the prayer is null and void, all other deeds will be null and void.
Prayer will be the first deed about which the slave will be called to account
on the Day of Resurrection. If he performs it perfectly, he will attain the
pleasure of Allaah; but if he omits anything from it, he is bound to perish.
Prayer prevents immoralities and sins. It cures the human soul from all evil
inclinations until the soul becomes clean from all vices.

1

This position is called Tawarruk.
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The Third Pillar: Zakaah
Its meaning:
Zakaah literally means augmentation and increase. It is also used to mean
praise, purification and righteousness. The amount paid as Zakaah is called
so because it increases the wealth in blessing, and purifies the giver
through forgiveness.
In Islaamic terminology, it is an obligation due on particular types of
properties and given to specific categories of Muslims at a specific time.
Its place in Islaam:
Zakaah is one of the five pillars of Islaam. It is mentioned along with the
prayer in many places in the Qur’aan. Among these are the following
verses:
á no4qx.¨“9$# (#qè?#uäur no4qn=¢Á9$# (#qßJŠÏ%r&ur â

“And perform As-Salaah (prayers), and give Zakaah.”1
á 4 no4qx.¨“9$# (#qè?÷sãƒur no4qn=¢Á9$# (#qßJ‹É)ãƒur uä!$xÿuZãm tûïÏe$!$# ã&s! tûüÅÁÎ=øƒèC ©!$# (#rß‰ç6÷èu‹Ï9 žwÎ) (#ÿrâ•ÉDé& !$tBur â

“And they were commanded not, but that they should worship Allaah, and
worship none but Him Alone (abstaining from ascribing partners to Him),
and perform As-Salaah (prayers) and give Zakaah.”2
The Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace be upon him said, “Islaam
is built upon five pillars..” And he mentioned: “Giving the Zakaah” among
these pillars. This hadeeth is reported by Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim on the
authority of ‘Abdullaah bin ‘Umar.
Allaah ordained Zakaah in order to purify human souls from avarice, greed
and covetousness. It is ordained as a consolation for the destitute, the poor
and the needy; and to purify the wealth, augment it, bless it and protect it
from harm and corruption. Zakaah is also ordained in order to cater for the
public interests upon which the life and happiness of the society depend.
Allaah mentions the logical reason behind the ordainment of Zakaah in His
Book when He says,
á $pkÍ5 NÍkŽÏj.t“è?ur öNèdã•ÎdgsÜè? Zps%y‰|¹ öNÏlÎ;ºuqøBr& ô`ÏB õ‹è{ â
1
2

Al-Baqarah 2:43
Al-Bayyinah 98:5
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“Take Sadaqah (alms) from their wealth in order to purify them and sanctify
them with it.”1
Islaam’s Ruling on Zakaah:
Zakaah is an obligatory duty on every Muslim who owns the Nisaab2 of a
property with its conditions. Even the guardian of a child or an insane
person must give the Zakaah from his wealth. Whoever knowingly and
intentionally denies the fact that Zakaah is obligatory; he has become a
disbeliever. Whoever avariciously and negligently refuses to give it; he is
regarded as dissolute and perpetrator of a major sin. If he dies in that state,
he will be subject to the Will of Allaah [as par forgiveness or punishment].
Allaah says,
á âä!$t±o„ `yJÏ9 y7Ï9ºsŒ tbrßŠ $tB ã•Ïÿøótƒur ¾ÏmÎ/ x8uŽô³ç„ br& ã•Ïÿøótƒ Ÿw ©!$# ¨bÎ) â

“Verily, Allaah forgives not that partners should be set up with Him (in
worship), but He forgives except that (anything else) to whom He wills.”3
The amount due must be forcefully taken from such a person and he
should be given discretionary punishment for committing a forbidden act.
Allaah, the Exalted and High, threatens those who refuse to give the
Zakaah. He says,
ÇÌÍÈ 5OŠÏ9r& A>#x‹yèÎ/ Nèd÷ŽÅe³t7sù «!$# È@‹Î6y™ ’Îû $pktXqà)ÏÿZãƒ Ÿwur spžÒÏÿø9$#ur |=yd©%!$# šcrã”É\õ3tƒ šúïÏ%©!$#ur â
öNè?÷”t\Ÿ2 $tB #x‹»yd ( öNèdâ‘qßgàßur öNåkæ5qãZã_ur öNßgèd$t6Å_ $pkÍ5 2”uqõ3çGsù zO¨Zygy_ Í‘$tR ’Îû $ygøŠn=tæ 4‘yJøtä† tPöqtƒ

á ÇÌÎÈ šcrâ“ÏYõ3s? ÷LäêZä. $tB (#qè%rä‹sù ö/ä3Å¡àÿRL{

“And those who hoard up gold and silver (al-Kanz: the money, the Zakaah
of which has not been paid), and spend them not in the Way of Allaah,
announce unto them a painful torment. On the Day when that (Al-Kanz:
money, gold and silver the Zakât of which has not been paid) will be heated
in the Fire of Hell and with it will be branded their foreheads, their flanks,
and their backs, (and it will be said unto them): "This is the treasure which
you hoarded for yourselves. Now taste of what you used to hoard.”4

1

At-Tawbah 9:103
Nisaab is the minimum amount of a property that renders it incumbent on the owner
to pay the Zakaah. (Translator)
3
An-Nisaa 4:48
4
At-Tawbah 9:34-35
2
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Aboo Hurayrah narrated that the Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace
be upon him said,
 ﻓﯿﻜ ﻮى ﺑﮭ ﺎ ﺟﻨﺒ ﺎه وﺟﺒﯿﻨ ﮫ، ﻓﯿﺠﻌ ﻞ ﺻ ﻔﺎﺋﺢ،"ﻣﺎ ﻣﻦ ﺻﺎﺣﺐ ﻛﻨﺰ ﻻ ﯾﺆدي زﻛﺎﺗﮫ إﻻ أﺣﻤﻲ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ ﻓﻲ ﻧﺎر ﺟﮭﻨﻢ
".ﺣﺘﻰ ﯾﺤﻜﻢ اﷲ ﺑﯿﻦ ﻋﺒﺎده ﻓﻲ ﯾﻮم ﻛﺎن ﻣﻘﺪاره ﺧﻤﺴﯿﻦ أﻟﻒ ﺳﻨﺔ ﺛﻢ ﯾﺮى ﺳﺒﯿﻠﮫ إﻣﺎ إﻟﻰ اﻟﺠﻨﺔ وإﻣﺎ اﻟﻨﺎر
“No owner of the treasure who does not pay Zakaah (would be spared) but
(his hoards) would be heated in the Fire of Hell and these would be made
into plates and with these his sides, his forehead would be cauterised till
Allaah would pronounce judgment among His servants during a day, the
extent of which would be fifty thousand years. He would then see his path,
leading either to Paradise or to Hell.”1
Conditions that make it obligatory:
There are five things that make Zakaah obligatory:
One: Islaam. The disbeliever is not obliged to give Zakaah.
Two: Freedom from captivity. Most scholars agree that Zakaah is not due
on the property of the bondsman. Likewise is Mukaatab2 because he
remains a bondsman as long as he has a single dirham to pay.
Three: Possessing the Nisaab. If the property is lesser than the Nisaab,
Zakaah is not due on it.
Four: Complete ownership. No Zakaah is due on a written debt or on a
shareholder’s dividend before it is jointly owned, or on a debt owed by a
poor person until the creditor collects it. Likewise, Zakaah is not due on
charity trust funds that are earmarked for the fighters in the cause of Allaah,
the mosques, the poor and so on and so forth.
Five: Being held in possession for the period of one year. Zakaah is not due
on a property until it is held in possession for a period of one year except in
the properties that come from the earth like seeds and fruits on which
Zakaah is due. The Zakaah of such properties is due at the time of their
harvest. Allaah says,
á ( ¾ÍnÏŠ$|Áym uQöqtƒ ¼çm¤)ym (#qè?#uäur â

“Pay the due thereof (its Zakaah, according to Allaah's Orders 1/10th or
1/20th) on the day of its harvest.”3
The ruling pertaining to the properties that are derived from the earth
applies to minerals and buried treasures, because they are also properties
1

Reported by Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim
Al-Mukaatab is a bondsman who makes an agreement with his master to buy his
freedom with a certain ransom. (Translator)
3
Al-An‘aam 6:141
2
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derived from the earth. Equally, the rule that applies to the she-camels and
the money used for commercial purposes regarding being in possession for
a year also applies to the products of the she-camels and the profits gained
from the commerce. The profits are added to the capital and the Zakaah is
given if it reaches the Nisaab.
Attaining the age of maturity and sanity are not conditions for the validity of
Zakaah. Rather, Zakaah should be paid from the properties of the minor
and the insane, according to the opinion of most scholars.
The Properties upon which Zakaah is due:
The Zakaah is mandatory on five categories of properties:
One: Gold and silver and all that is used in their place such as circulated
paper currencies.
The amount of Zakaah due on it is 2.5%. No Zakaah is due on it until it has
reached the Nisaab and held in possession for a year.
The Nisaab of gold is twenty-five mithqaals, and a mithqaal equals 4.5
grams. The Nisaab of gold is therefore, 85 grams.
As for modern paper currencies, its Nisaab, at the time of giving the
Zakaah, should be an amount equal to 85 grams of gold or 595 grams of
silver, after having been held in possession for a year. This is why the
Nisaab of monetary currencies differs in accordance to their purchasing
strength. Therefore, the gold and silver are made their Nisaab
determinants. So whenever the possessed monetary fund is able to buy the
amount of gold and silver mentioned or more –regardless of the name of
the currency– be it riyal, dinar, franc, dollar or others and regardless of its
form –be it paper, metal or others, Zakaah is due on it. Since it is known
that currency prices vary from time to time, the Zakaah giver must consider
the value of his currency at the time that the Zakaah is due on it, that is
when it has been held in possession for a year.
Whatever exceeds the Nisaab of the above values; its Zakaah should be
reckoned accordingly. The evidence for this is the hadeeth narrated by
‘Alee that the Prophet, blessings and peace be upon him said,
 وﻟﯿﺲ ﻋﻠﯿﻚ ﺷﻲء ﺣﺘ ﻰ ﯾﻜ ﻮن ﻟ ﻚ ﻋ ﺸﺮون،"إذا ﻛﺎﻧﺖ ﻟﻚ ﻣﺎﺋﺘﺎ درھﻢ وﺣﺎل ﻋﻠﯿﮭﺎ اﻟﺤﻮل ﻓﻔﯿﮭﺎ ﺧﻤﺴﺔ دراھﻢ
 وﻟ ﯿﺲ ﻓ ﻲ ﻣ ﺎل زﻛ ﺎة ﺣﺘ ﻰ ﯾﺤ ﻮل ﻋﻠﯿ ﮫ، ﻓﻤﺎ زاد ﻓﺒﺤ ﺴﺎب ذﻟ ﻚ،دﯾﻨﺎراً وﺣﺎل ﻋﻠﯿﮭﺎ اﻟﺤﻮل ﻓﻔﯿﮭﺎ ﻧﺼﻒ دﯾﻨﺎر
".اﻟﺤﻮل
“When you possess two hundred dirhams and one year passes on them,
five dirhams are payable. Nothing is incumbent on you, that is, on gold, till it
reaches twenty dinars. When you possess twenty dinars and one year
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passes on them, half a dinar is payable. Whatever exceeds, that will be
reckoned properly.”١
As for jewellery, if it is set aside for accumulation and hire, there is no
disagreement among the scholars that Zakaah is due on it. If it is set aside
for personal use, the preponderant opinion among the scholars is that
Zakaah is due on it. This is based on the general implication of the
evidences on the obligation of Zakaah on gold and silver. Another evidence
is the hadeeth narrated by ‘Abdullaah bin ‘Amr who said,
 أﺗﻌﻄﯿﻦ زﻛﺎة ھﺬا؟: ﻓﻘﺎل ﻟﮭﺎ، وﻣﻌﮭﺎ اﺑﻨﺔ ﻟﮭﺎ وﻓﻲ ﯾﺪ اﺑﻨﺘﮭﺎ ﻣﺴﻜﺘﺎن ﻏﻠﯿﻈﺘﺎن ﻣﻦ ذھﺐr "أن اﻣﺮأة أﺗﺖ اﻟﻨﺒﻲ
،r  "أﯾﺴﺮك أن ﯾﺴﻮرك اﷲ ﺑﮭﻤﺎ ﯾﻮم اﻟﻘﯿﺎﻣﺔ ﺳﻮارﯾﻦ ﻣﻦ ﻧﺎر" ﻓﺨﻠﻌﺘﮭﻤﺎ ﻓﺄﻟﻘﺘﮭﻤﺎ إﻟﻰ اﻟﻨﺒﻲ: ﻗﺎل، ﻻ:ﻗﺎﻟﺖ
". ھﻤﺎ ﷲ وﻟﺮﺳﻮﻟﮫ:وﻗﺎﻟﺖ
“A woman came to the Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace be upon
him, and she was accompanied by her daughter who wore two heavy gold
bangles in her hands. He said to her: Do you pay Zakaah on them? She
said: No. He then said: Are you pleased that Allaah may put two bangles of
fire on your hands? Thereupon she took them off and placed them before
the Prophet, blessings and peace be upon him saying: They are for Allaah
and His Messenger.”2
Aboo Daawood also reported on the authority of ‘Aaishah who said,
 ﺻﻨﻌﺘﮭﻦ أﺗﺰﯾﻦ ﻟﻚ ﯾﺎ: ﻣﺎ ھﺬا ﯾﺎ ﻋﺎﺋﺸﺔ؟ ﻓﻘﻠﺖ: ﻓﺮأى ﻓﻲ ﯾﺪي ﻓﺘﺨﺎت ﻣﻦ ورق ﻓﻘﺎلr "دﺧﻞ ﻋﻠﻲﱠ رﺳﻮل اﷲ
". ھﻮ ﺣﺴﺒﻚ ﻣﻦ اﻟﻨﺎر: ﻗﺎل، أو ﻣﺎ ﺷﺎء اﷲ، ﻻ: أﺗﺆدﯾﻦ زﻛﺎﺗﮭﻦ؟ ﻗﻠﺖ: ﻗﺎل،رﺳﻮل اﷲ
“The Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace be upon him, entered my
house and saw on me big silver bangles. He said: ‘What is this, ‘Aaishah?’ I
said: ‘I made them in order to beautify myself for you, O Messenger of
Allaah.’ He said: ‘Do you pay Zakaah on these?’ I said: ‘No, or ‘Maasha
Allaah.’ He then said: ‘It is enough for you as the Fire.”3
As regards the minerals and the non-gold jewellery – like gems and pearls
– no scholar sees that there is any Zakaah on them. But if these objects are
used for commercial purposes, they should be regarded as commercial
commodities and dealt with accordingly as far as Zakaah is concerned.
Two: Livestock Animals:
They are camels, cattle and sheep. Zakaah is due on them if they freely
graze for the most part of the year, because the rule is based on the
majority. The evidence for this is the saying of the Prophet, blessings and
peace be upon him,
"."ﻓﻲ ﻛﻞ إﺑﻞ ﺳﺎﺋﻤﺔ ﺻﺪﻗﺔ

1

Reported by Aboo Daawood and it is a sound hadeeth.
Reported by Aboo Daawood, An-Nasaaee and At-Tirmidhee
3
Reported by Aboo Daawood and others

2
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“There is Zakaah on all grazing camel.”1
He also said,
"."ﻓﻲ ﺻﺪﻗﺔ اﻟﻐﻨﻢ ﻓﻲ ﺳﺎﺋﻤﺘﮭﺎ
“The Zakaah is due on the sheep that graze.”

2

Another condition that must be met before the Zakaah can be due on the
freely grazing livestock is that they should be held in possession for one
year.
The Nisaab of the livestock animals is as follows:

The Nisaab
Type of animal

The camel

The amount due
From

To

5

9

One goat

10

14

Two goats

15

19

Three goats

20

24

Four goats

25

35

A one-year-old she-camel

36

45

A two-year-old she-camel

46

60

A three-year-old she-camel

61

75

A four-year-old she-camel

76

90

2 two-year-old she-camels

91

120

2 three-year-old she-camels

Whatever exceeds
120 camels

1
2

In every forty camels, one twoyear-old she-camel is due; and
in every fifty camels, one
three-year-old she-camel is
due according to most
scholars.

Reported by Ahmad, Aboo Daawood and An-Nasaaee
Reported by Al-Bukhaaree
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The amount due

The Nisaab
To

From

1 one-year-old cow

39

30

1 two-year-old cow

59

40

2 one-year-old cow

69

60

1 one-year-old cow and 1 two
year-old cow

79

70

On every 30 cows, 1 oneyear-old cow is due and on
every 40 cows, 1 two-year-old
cow is due

The amount due

Whatever
exceeds 79 cows

The Nisaab
To

From

1 goat

120

40

2 goats

200

121

3 goats

300

201

1 goat on every 100 sheep

The cattle

The sheep

Whatever
exceeds 300
goats

The evidence for all the above is the hadeeth narrated by Anas that Aboo
Bakr wrote for him the following book when he sent him to Bahrain:
"ﺑﺴﻢ اﷲ اﻟﺮﺣﻤﻦ اﻟﺮﺣﯿﻢ ،ھﺬه ﻓﺮﯾﻀﺔ اﻟﺼﺪﻗﺔ اﻟﺘ ﻲ ﻓ ﺮض رﺳ ﻮل اﷲ  rﻋﻠ ﻰ اﻟﻤ ﺴﻠﻤﯿﻦ واﻟﺘ ﻲ أﻣ ﺮ اﷲ ﺑﮭ ﺎ
رﺳﻮﻟﮫ ،ﻓﻤﻦ ﺳُﺌِﻠﮭﺎ ﻣﻦ اﻟﻤﺴﻠﻤﯿﻦ ﻋﻠﻰ وﺟﮭﮭﺎ ﻓﻠﯿﻌﻄﮭﺎ وﻣﻦ ﺳﺌﻞ ﻓﻮﻗﮭﺎ ﻓﻼ ﯾﻌﻂ ،ﻓﻲ أرﺑﻊ وﻋﺸﺮﯾﻦ ﻣﻦ اﻹﺑ ﻞ
ﻓﻤﺎ دوﻧﮭﺎ ﻣﻦ اﻟﻐﻨﻢ ﻣﻦ ﻛﻞ ﺧﻤﺲ ﺷﺎة ،ﻓﺈذا ﺑﻠﻐﺖ ﺧﻤﺴﺎً وﻋﺸﺮﯾﻦ إﻟﻰ ﺧﻤﺲ وﺛﻼﺛﯿﻦ ﻓﻔﯿﮭﺎ ﺑﻨﺖ ﻣﺨﺎض أﻧﺜﻰ،
ﻓﺈذا ﺑﻠﻐﺖ ﺳﺘﺎ وﺛﻼﺛﯿﻦ إﻟﻰ ﺧﻤﺲ وأرﺑﻌﯿﻦ ﻓﻔﯿﮭﺎ ﺑﻨﺖ ﻟﺒﻮن أﻧﺜﻰ ،ﻓﺈذا ﺑﻠﻐﺖ ﺳﺘﺎً وأرﺑﻌﯿﻦ إﻟﻰ ﺳﺘﯿﻦ ﻓﻔﯿﮭﺎ ﺣﻘﺔ،
ﻃﺮوﻗﺔ اﻟﺠﻤﻞ ،ﻓﺈذا ﺑﻠﻐﺖ واﺣﺪة وﺳﺘﯿﻦ إﻟﻰ ﺧﻤﺲ وﺳﺒﻌﯿﻦ ﻓﻔﯿﮭﺎ ﺟﺬﻋﺔ ،ﻓﺈذا ﺑﻠﻐﺖ –ﯾﻌﻨﻲ ﺳﺘﺎً وﺳ ﺒﻌﯿﻦ -إﻟ ﻰ
ﺗﺴﻌﯿﻦ ﻓﻔﯿﮭﺎ ﺑﻨﺘﺎ ﻟﺒﻮن ،ﻓﺈذا ﺑﻠﻐﺖ إﺣﺪى وﺗﺴﻌﯿﻦ إﻟﻰ ﻋ ﺸﺮﯾﻦ وﻣﺎﺋ ﺔ ﻓﻔﯿﮭ ﺎ ﺣﻘﺘ ﺎن ﻃﺮوﻗﺘ ﺎ اﻟﺠﻤ ﻞ ،ﻓ ﺈذا زادت
ﻋﻠﻰ ﻋﺸﺮﯾﻦ وﻣﺎﺋﺔ ﻓﻔﻲ ﻛﻞ أرﺑﻌﯿﻦ ﺑﻨﺖ ﻟﺒﻮن وﻓ ﻲ ﻛ ﻞ ﺧﻤ ﺴﯿﻦ ﺣﻘ ﺔ ،وﻣ ﻦ ﻟ ﻢ ﯾﻜ ﻦ ﻣﻌ ﮫ إﻻ أرﺑ ﻊ ﻣ ﻦ اﻹﺑ ﻞ
ﻓﻠﯿﺲ ﻓﯿﮭﺎ ﺻﺪﻗﺔ إﻻ أن ﯾﺸﺎء رﺑﮭﺎ ،ﻓﺈذا ﺑﻠﻐﺖ ﺧﻤﺴﺎً ﻣ ﻦ اﻹﺑ ﻞ ﻓﻔﯿﮭ ﺎ ﺷ ﺎة ،وﻓ ﻲ ﺻ ﺪﻗﺔ اﻟﻐ ﻨﻢ ﻓ ﻲ ﺳ ﺎﺋﻤﺘﮭﺎ إذا
ﻛﺎﻧﺖ أرﺑﻌ ﯿﻦ إﻟ ﻰ ﻋ ﺸﺮﯾﻦ وﻣﺎﺋ ﺔ ﺷ ﺎة ،ﻓ ﺈذا زادت ﻋﻠ ﻰ ﻋ ﺸﺮﯾﻦ وﻣﺎﺋ ﺔ إﻟ ﻰ ﻣ ﺎﺋﺘﯿﻦ ﺷ ﺎﺗﺎن ،ﻓ ﺈذا زادت ﻋﻠ ﻰ
ﻣﺎﺋﺘﯿﻦ إﻟﻰ ﺛﻼﺛﻤﺎﺋﺔ ﻓﻔﯿﮭﺎ ﺛﻼث ،ﻓﺈذا زادت ﻋﻠﻰ ﺛﻼﺛﻤﺎﺋﺔ ﻓﻔﻲ ﻛﻞ ﻣﺎﺋﺔ ﺷ ﺎة ،ﻓ ﺈذا ﻛﺎﻧ ﺖ ﺳ ﺎﺋﻤﺔ اﻟﺮﺟ ﻞ ﻧﺎﻗ ﺼﺔ
ﻣﻦ أرﺑﻌﯿﻦ ﺷﺎةً ﺷﺎة واﺣﺪة ﻓﻠﯿﺲ ﻓﯿﮭﺎ ﺻﺪﻗﺔ إﻻ أن ﯾﺸﺎء رﺑﮭﺎ".
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“In the name of Allaah, the Beneficent, the Merciful. These are the orders
for compulsory charity (Zakaah) which Allaah's Messenger had made
obligatory for every Muslim, and which Allaah had ordered His Messenger
to observe: Whoever amongst the Muslims is asked to pay Zakaah
accordingly, he should pay it (to the Zakaah collector) and whoever is
asked more than that (what is specified in this script) he should not pay it;
for twenty-four camels or less, sheep are to be paid as Zakaah; for every
five camels one sheep is to be paid, and if there are between twenty-five to
thirty-five camels, a one-year-old she-camel is to be paid; and if they are
between thirty-six to forty-five (camels), a two-year-old she-camel is to be
paid; and if they are between forty-six to sixty (camels), a three-year-old
she-camel is to be paid; and if the number is between sixty-one to seventyfive (camels), a four-year-old she-camel is to be paid; and if the number is
between seventy-six to ninety (camels), two two-year-old she-camel are to
be paid; and if they are from ninety-one to one-hundred-and twenty
(camels), two three-year-old she camel are to be paid; and if they are over
one-hundred and-twenty (camels), for every forty (over one-hundred-andtwenty) a two-year-old she-camel is to be paid, and for every fifty camels
(over one-hundred-and-twenty) a three-year-old she-camel is to be paid;
and who ever has got only four camels, has to pay nothing as Zakaah, but
if the owner of these four camels wants to give something, he can. If the
number of camels increases to five, the owner has to pay one sheep as
Zakaah. As regards the Zakaah for the (flock) of sheep; if they are between
forty and one-hundred-and-twenty sheep, one sheep is to be paid; and if
they are between one-hundred-and-twenty to two hundred (sheep), two
sheep are to be paid; and if they are between two-hundred to threehundred (sheep), three sheep are to be paid; and for over three-hundred
sheep, for every extra hundred sheep, one sheep is to be paid as Zakaah.
And if somebody has got less than forty sheep, no Zakaah is required, but if
he wants to give, he can. For silver the Zakaah is one-fortieth of the lot (i.e.
2.5%), and if its value is less than two-hundred Dirhams, Zakaah is not
required, but if the owner wants to pay he can.”١
Another evidence is the hadeeth narrated by Mu‘aadh bin Jabal that the
Prophet, blessings and peace be upon him sent him to Yemen and
commanded him to collect on every thirty cows a one-year-old male or
female cow and on every forty cows a two-year-old she-cow.2
Young animals born by the freely grazing livestock will be added to their
mothers if the latter have reached the Nisaab. But if the latter cannot reach
the Nisaab unless the former is added, the reckoning of the mandatory one

1
2

Reported by Al-Bukhaaree
Reported by Ahmad and the four Sunan Collectors
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year for which the livestock should be held in possession should be
commenced from the day that the combination of both reach the Nisaab.
If livestock animals are reserved for commercial purpose, their Zakaah
should be the same as that of commercial commodities. But if they are
reserved for usage and tending, there is no Zakaah on them. The evidence
for this is the hadeeth narrated by Aboo Hurayrah that the Prophet,
blessings and peace be upon him said,
""ﻟﯿﺲ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻤﺴﻠﻢ ﻓﻲ ﻋﺒﺪه وﻻ ﻓﺮﺳﮫ ﺻﺪﻗﺔ
“The Muslim is not obliged to pay Zakaah on his servant or on his horse.”1
Three: Farm Produce:
Zakaah is due on them if they reach the Nisaab, according to the opinion of
most scholars. The Nisaab of farm produce is five Awsuq,2 because the
Messenger of Allaah said,
""ﻟﯿﺲ ﻓﯿﻤﺎ دون ﺧﻤﺴﺔ أوﺳﻖ ﺻﺪﻗﺔ
“There is no Zakaah on (farm produce which is) less than five Awsuq.”3
A Wasq equals sixty Saa‘, therefore, the Nisaab of land produce is three
hundred Saa‘. The Nisaab of good whole wheat is approximately 658.800
kilograms.
Being in the possession for a year is not a condition for giving the Zakaah
of the land produce, because Allaah says,
á ¾ÍnÏŠ$|Áym uQöqtƒ ¼çm¤)ym (#qè?#uäur â

“Pay the due thereof (its Zakaah, according to Allaah's Orders 1/10th or
1/20th) on the day of its harvest.”4
The amount due on the produce of the land that is naturally irrigated and
with no human efforts is one-tenth, and the amount due on the land
irrigated with human efforts is one-twentieth. The Messenger of Allaah said,
". وﻓﯿﻤﺎ ﺳُﻘﻲ ﺑﺎﻟﺴﻮاﻧﻲ أو اﻟﻨﻀﺢ ﻧﺼﻒ اﻟﻌﺸﺮ،"ﻓﯿﻤﺎ ﺳﻘﺖ اﻟﺴﻤﺎء واﻷﻧﮭﺎر واﻟﻌﯿﻮن أو ﻛﺎن ﻋﺜﺮﯾﺎً اﻟﻌﺸﺮ
“On a land irrigated by rain water or by natural water channels or if the land
is wet due to a nearby water channel Ushr (i.e. one-tenth) is compulsory
(as Zakaah); and on the land irrigated by the well, half of an Ushr (i.e. onetwentieth) is compulsory (as Zakaah on the yield of the land).”5
1

Reported by Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim
Awsuq is the plural of wasq, which is a measure equal to 60 Saa‘. It is approximately
135 kg. It can be more or less. (Translator)
3
Ibid.
4
Al-An‘aam 6:141
5
Reported by Al-Bukhaaree
2
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Four: Commercial Goods:
Commercial goods are whatever commodities a Muslims keeps for
commerce, regardless of their types. These are the most important and the
most comprehensive Zakaah properties. The Zakaah is due on them when
they reach the Nisaab. The value of the commodity must reach the Nisaab
of gold and silver –twenty dinar, which is an equivalent of 85 grams of gold
or two hundred dirham which is an equivalent of 595 dirhams.
The commercial commodity is estimated when it is held in possession for a
year. The estimation is made on either of the gold and the silver, which that
is more beneficial for the poor. Their buying values should not be
considered. What should be considered is their value at the time of paying
the Zakaah after they have been held in possession for a year.
The amount due on commercial goods is 2.5% of their total value. The
profit should be added to the capital if the total reaches the Nisaab and he
should not wait until they remain in his possession for another year. But if
the capital cannot reach the Nisaab unless the profit is added, the
reckoning of the mandatory one year for which the property should be held
in possession should be commenced from the day that the combination of
the capital and the profit reach the Nisaab.
Five: Minerals and Buried Treasures:
A. Minerals:
Minerals are all non-plant valuables that are derived from the earth like
gold, silver, iron, copper, petroleum and sapphire. Zakaah should paid on
all these because of the generality of the injunction of the Saying of Allaah,
á ÇÚö‘F{$# z`ÏiB Nä3s9 $oYô_t•÷zr& !$£JÏBur óOçFö;|¡Ÿ2 $tB ÏM»t6ÍhŠsÛ `ÏB (#qà)ÏÿRr& (#þqãZtB#uä tûïÏ%©!$# $yg•ƒr'¯»tƒ â

“O you who believe! Spend of the good things which you have (legally)
earned, and of that which We have produced from the earth for you.”1
The majority of the scholars are of the view that these kinds of properties
should attain the Nisaab before Zakaah could be due on them. They are
also of the view that 2.5% is the amount due on them, based on the amount
due on gold and silver. However, their being in possession for a year is not
a condition for the obligation of Zakaah on them. The amount of Zakaah
due on them should rather be paid as soon as they are attained.
B: Buried Treasures:
Buried treasure is the property of the pre-Islaamic era that are found in the
earth regardless of the fact that it is found in the land of Islaam, land of
1

Al-Baqarah 2:267
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disbelievers and or the land of a people with whom the Muslims are in a
pact. The treasure or part of it may bear some signs of disbelief like names
of ancients disbelievers, names of their kings or their pictures or their cross
or pictures of their idols only.
If it has the signs of the Muslims like the name of the Prophet, blessings
and peace be upon him, or that of any of the Muslim rulers or it bears a
verse of the Qur’aan, it will be regarded as Luqatah.1 If it bears no signs
like house wares, jewellery or ingots, the person who found it should not
take it as his own possession until he announces it, because it is the
property of a Muslim whom he is not sure of whether he has lost its
ownership.
Zakaah is obligatory on the treasure and the amount due is one-fifth. The
evidence is the hadeeth narrated by Aboo Hurayrah that the Messenger of
Allaah, blessings and peace be upon him, said,
""وﻓﻲ اﻟﺮﻛﺎز اﻟﺨﻤﺲ
“There is a one-fifth on the buried treasure.”
Zakaah is compulsory on any amount of treasure be it little or much,
according to the saying of the majority of the scholars. According to their
opinion, the rule concerning the buried treasure is the same as that of the
war booty gained without fighting (Fay’). The remaining, after the one-fifth
has been deducted, is left for the person who found it. The evidence is the
action of ‘Umar when he returned the remaining part of the treasure to the
person who found it.
Beneficiaries of the Zakaah:
The beneficiaries of Zakaah are of eight categories. They are:
One: The needy: They are those who do not have any livelihood or have
little. They should be given from the Zakaah fund what can suffice them for
a whole year.
Two: The poor: They are those who have the half or more of what is
enough for them. Their condition is better than that of the needy. They
should be given from the Zakaah fund what will suffice them for a whole
year.
Three: Those employed to collect the Zakaah, preserve it and distribute it to
its beneficiaries with the order of the Muslim leader. These people are also
given part of the Zakaah in proportion to their work.

1

Luqatah is an article found by somebody other than the owner who has lost it.
(Translator)
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Four: Those whose hearts are to be conciliated: These are of two types: the
disbelievers and the Muslims.
-The disbeliever is given part of Zakaah if there is a hope that he can revert
to Islaam or if it is felt that giving him a part of the Zakaah can prevent him
from harming the Muslims.
-The Muslim is given part of Zakaah in order to strengthen his faith or to
make his counterparts embrace Islaam.
Five: Those in captivity: They are bondsmen who are working for their
emancipation but do not have enough money to ransom themselves. They
are given a part of Zakaah fund, which they can use to free themselves
from bondage.
Six: Those in debt: They are civilians who either incurred debts for
themselves or for others.
-The one who incurs debt for himself is the one who takes a loan in order to
fulfil his own needs and is unable to pay it back. He should be given an
amount that will be enough to pay his debt from the Zakaah fund.
-The one who incurs debt for others is the one who incurs a debt in order to
make peace between two dissenting persons or groups. He should be
given from the Zakaah fund that with which he can fulfil his commitment
even if he is rich.
Seven: In the cause of Allaah: This generally means Jihaad. Part of Zakaah
fund is given to those volunteers who fight in the cause of Allaah and get no
stipends from the Muslim treasury.
Eight: The wayfarer: He is a stranded traveller who runs out of funds that
will sustain him till he is back to his country. He is therefore, given from the
Zakaah funds that which can be enough for his sustenance until he returns
to his country. Allaah mentions all these eight categories in the Qur’aan
when He says,
É>$s%Ìh•9$# †Îûur öNåkæ5qè=è% Ïpxÿ©9xsßJø9$#ur $pköŽn=tæ tû,Î#ÏJ»yèø9$#ur ÈûüÅ3»|¡yJø9$#ur Ïä!#t•s)àÿù=Ï9 àM»s%y‰¢Á9$# $yJ¯RÎ) * â
á ÇÏÉÈ ÒO‹Å6ym íOŠÎ=tæ ª!$#ur 3 «!$# šÆÏiB ZpŸÒƒÌ•sù ( È@‹Î6¡¡9$# Èûøó$#ur «!$# È@‹Î6y™ †Îûur tûüÏBÌ•»tóø9$#ur

“As-Sadaqât (here it means Zakaah) are only for the Fuqarâ' (poor), and AlMasâkin (the poor) and those employed to collect (the funds), and to attract
the hearts of those who have been inclined (towards Islaam); and to free
the captives, and for those in debt, and for Allaah's Cause (i.e. for
Mujâhidûn - those fighting in a holy battle), and for the wayfarer (a traveller
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who is cut off from everything); a duty imposed by Allaah. And Allaah is AllKnower, All-Wise.”1
Zakaatul-Fitr:
A. Reason for its Ordainment:
Zakaatul-Fitr is ordained as a way of purifying the fasting Muslim from
foolish talks and obscene behaviours that he might have committed while
fasting. It is also ordained as a way of feeding the poor and relieving them
from begging on ‘Eed day. The evidence for this is the hadeeth narrated by
Ibn ‘Abbaas who said,
". زﻛﺎة اﻟﻔﻄﺮ ﻃﮭﺮة ﻟﻠﺼﺎﺋﻢ ﻣﻦ اﻟﻠﻐﻮ واﻟﺮﻓﺚ وﻃﻌﻤﺔ ﻟﻠﻤﺴﺎﻛﯿﻦr "ﻓﺮض رﺳﻮل اﷲ
“The Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace be upon him, enjoined the
payment of Zakaatul-Fitr as a purification for the fasting Muslim and as
purification from foolish talks and obscene behaviours and as a way of
feeding the poor.”2
B. Its Rule:
It is obligatory on every Muslim, male or female, adult or minor, free or
bondsman. The evidence is the hadeeth narrated by Ibn Umar who said,
 واﻟﺬﻛﺮ،ّ زﻛﺎة اﻟﻔﻄﺮ ﻣﻦ رﻣﻀﺎن ﺻﺎﻋﺎً ﻣﻦ ﺗﻤﺮ أو ﺻﺎﻋﺎً ﻣﻦ ﺷﻌﯿﺮ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻌﺒﺪ واﻟﺤﺮr "ﻓﺮض رﺳﻮل اﷲ
". وأﻣﺮ ﺑﮭﺎ أن ﺗﺆدى ﻗﺒﻞ ﺧﺮوج اﻟﻨﺎس إﻟﻰ اﻟﺼﻼة، واﻟﺼﻐﯿﺮ واﻟﻜﺒﯿﺮ ﻣﻦ اﻟﻤﺴﻠﻤﯿﻦ،واﻷﻧﺜﻰ
“The Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace be upon him, enjoined the
payment of one Sa' of dates or one Sa' of barley as Zakaatul-Fitr on every
Muslim slave or free, male or female, young or old, and he ordered that it
be paid before the people went out to offer the ‘Eed prayer.”3
It is desirable if it is also paid on behalf of the foetus.
The Muslim should pay it on behalf of himself and his dependents like his
wife or relatives. However, it is not obligatory except on a person who has
more than enough food for himself and his dependents for the ‘Eed day and
its night.
C. The Amount due:
The amount due is a Saa‘ of the basic food of the country. It can be wheat,
barley, dates, raisin, cottage cheese, rice or corn. A Saa‘ is approximately
2.176 kilograms.
Zakaatul-Fitr should not be paid in monetary values, according to the
opinion of the majority of the scholars, because doing so contravenes the

1

At-Tawbah 9:60
Reported by Aboo Daawood and Ibn Maajah
3
Reported by Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim

2
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command of the Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace be upon him,
as well as the practices of his companions, may Allaah be pleased with
them.
D. Time of its payment:
It has two times: a time in which it is permissible to pay it, that is a day or
two before ‘Eed; and the preferred time, that is from the appearance of the
dawn on ‘Eed day until just before ‘Eed prayer. This is because the
Prophet, blessings and peace be upon him, commanded that it be paid
before the people go out to perform ‘Eed prayer. It should not be delayed till
after the ‘Eed prayer. If it is delayed beyond the prayer, it is only regarded
as a mere charity and the person who delays it commits sin.
E. Its beneficiaries:
Zakaatul-Fitr is paid to the needy and the poor, because they deserve it
more than others.
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The Fourth Pillar: Fasting in the Month of
Ramadaan
Its meaning:
Fasting literally means abstention.
In Islaamic terminology, it means abstention from food, drink and other
pleasures from dawn to sunset.
Its rule:
Fasting in the month of Ramadaan is one of the great pillars of Islaam.
Allaah says,
öNä3ª=yès9 öNà6Î=ö7s% `ÏB šúïÏ%©!$# ’n?tã |=ÏGä. $yJx. ãP$u‹Å_Á9$# ãNà6ø‹n=tæ |=ÏGä. (#qãZtB#uä tûïÏ%©!$# $yg•ƒr'¯»tƒ â
á ÇÊÑÌÈ tbqà)-Gs?

“O you who believe! Observing As-Saum (the fasting) is prescribed for you
as it was prescribed for those before you, that you may become pious.”1
The Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace be upon him said,
 وﺻﻮم، وإﯾﺘﺎء اﻟﺰﻛﺎة، وإﻗﺎم اﻟﺼﻼة، ﺷﮭﺎدة أن ﻻ إﻟﮫ إﻻ اﷲ وأن ﻣﺤﻤﺪاً رﺳﻮل اﷲ:"ﺑﻨﻲ اﻹﺳﻼم ﻋﻠﻰ ﺧﻤﺲ
" وﺣﺞ ﺑﯿﺖ اﷲ،رﻣﻀﺎن
“Islaam is based on (the following) five (principles): To testify that none has
the right to be worshipped but Allaah and Muhammad is Allaah's
Messenger, to offer the (compulsory congregational) prayers dutifully and
perfectly, to pay Zakaah (i.e. obligatory charity), to perform Hajj. (i.e.
Pilgrimage to Mecca) and to observe fast during the month of Ramadan.”2
Fasting in the month of Ramadaan was ordained on the Muslim Ummah in
the second year of Hijrah.
Its Merit and the Reason for its Ordainment:
The month of Ramadaan is a great season for engaging in acts of
obedience to Allaah. To witness the month is a great blessing and favour
from Allaah which He bestows on whomsoever He wills among His
servants in order to let them increase in good deeds, to elevate their
degrees and erase their misdeeds. Fasting also strengthens mankind’s
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relationship with their Creator, earns them great rewards, makes them
attain Allaah’s pleasure and fill their hearts with His fear.
The following are some merits of fasting:
A. Allaah says,
`yJsù 4 Èb$s%ö•àÿø9$#ur 3“y‰ßgø9$# z`ÏiB ;M»oYÉi•t/ur Ä¨$¨Y=Ïj9 ”W‰èd ãb#uäö•à)ø9$# ÏmŠÏù tAÌ“Ré& ü“Ï%©!$# tb$ŸÒtBu‘ ã•öky- â
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“The month of Ramadaan in which was revealed the Qur’aan, a guidance
for mankind and clear proofs for the guidance and the criterion (between
right and wrong). So whoever of you sights (the crescent on the first night
of) the month (of Ramadân i.e. is present at his home), he must observe
Saum (fasts) that month, and whoever is ill or on a journey, the same
number (of days which one did not observe Saum (fasts) must be made up)
from other days. Allaah intends for you ease, and He does not want to
make things difficult for you. (He wants that you) must complete the same
number (of days), and that you must magnify Allaah (i.e. to say Takbîr
(Allaahu Akbar; Allaah is the Most Great) for having guided you so that you
may be grateful to Him.”1
B. Aboo Hurayrah narrated that the Messenger of Allaah said,
""ﻣﻦ ﺻﺎم رﻣﻀﺎن إﯾﻤﺎﻧﺎً واﺣﺘﺴﺎﺑﺎً ﻏﻔﺮ ﻟﮫ ﻣﺎ ﺗﻘﺪم ﻣﻦ ذﻧﺒﮫ
“Whoever fasts in the month of Ramadaan with ‘Eemaan and hoping for the
reward of Allaah, his sins will be forgiven.”2
C. He also narrated that the Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace be
upon him said,
، ﻓﺈﻧﮫ ﻟﻲ وأﺟﺰي ﺑﮫ، إﻻ اﻟﺼﻮم:ّ ﻗﺎل اﷲ ﻋﺰّ وﺟﻞ، ﯾﻀﺎﻋﻒ اﻟﺤﺴﻨﺔ ﻋﺸﺮ أﻣﺜﺎﻟﮭﺎ إﻟﻰ ﺳﺒﻌﻤﺎﺋﺔ ﺿﻌﻒ..."
 وﻟﺨﻠﻮف ﻓﯿﮫ أﻃﯿﺐ، ﻓﺮﺣﺔ ﻋﻨﺪ ﻓﻄﺮه وﻓﺮﺣﺔ ﻋﻨﺪ ﻟﻘﺎء رﺑﮫ، ﻟﻠﺼﺎﺋﻢ ﻓﺮﺣﺘﺎن،ﯾﺪع ﺷﮭﻮﺗﮫ وﻃﻌﺎﻣﮫ ﻣﻦ أﺟﻠﻲ
"ﻋﻨﺪ اﷲ ﻣﻦ رﯾﺢ اﻟﻤﺴﻚ
“Every (good) deed of the son of Adam would be multiplied, a good deed
receiving a tenfold to seven hundredfold rewards. Allaah, the Exalted and
Majestic, has said: With the exception of fasting, for it is done for Me and I
will give a reward for it, for one abandons his passion and food for My sake.
There are two occasions of joy for one who fasts, joy when he breaks it,
1
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and joy when he meets his Lord, and the breath (of an observer of fast) is
sweeter to Allaah than the fragrance of musk.”1
D. The supplication of the fasting Muslim is answered. The Prophet,
blessings and peace be upon him said,
""ﻟﻠﺼﺎﺋﻢ ﻋﻨﺪ ﻓﻄﺮه دﻋﻮة ﻻ ﺗﺮد
“The fasting Muslim has a supplication that shall not be rejected when he
breaks his fast.”2
Hence, the Muslim should endeavour to seize the opportunity of the time of
breaking the fast to make invocations to his Lord. His invocations might be
met with the Blessings of Allaah and he, as a result, become fortunate in
this world and the Hereafter.
E. Allaah reserved a gate for fasting Muslims in Paradise. They alone will
be allowed to enter it as an honour for them and in order to distinguish
them from others. Sahl bin Sa‘d narrated that the Prophet said,
 ﻓﺈذا دﺧﻠﻮا أﻏﻠﻖ ﻋﻠﯿﮭﻢ ﻓﻠﻢ ﯾﺪﺧﻞ، أﯾﻦ اﻟﺼﺎﺋﻤﻮن:"إن ﻓﻲ اﻟﺠﻨﺔ ﺑﺎﺑﺎً ﯾﻘﺎل ﻟﮫ "اﻟﺮﯾﺎن" ﻓﺈذا ﻛﺎن ﯾﻮم اﻟﻘﯿﺎﻣﺔ ﻗﯿﻞ
"ﻣﻨﮫ أﺣﺪ
“There is a gate in Paradise called Ar-Rayyaan On the Day of Resurrection,
it will be said, 'Where are those who used to observe fasts?' They will get
up, and none except them will enter through it. After their entry the gate will
be closed and nobody will enter through it.”3
F. Fasting will intercede on behalf of its observer on the Day of
Resurrection. Abdullaah bin ‘Amr narrated that the Messenger of Allaah,
blessings and peace be upon him said,
، ﯾﻘﻮل اﻟﺼﯿﺎم أي رب ﻣﻨﻌﺘﮫ ﻣﻦ اﻟﻄﻌﺎم واﻟﺸﮭﻮة ﻓﺸﻔﻌﻨﻲ ﻓﯿﮫ،"اﻟﺼﯿﺎم واﻟﻘﺮآن ﯾﺸﻔﻌﺎن ﻟﻠﻌﺒﺪ ﯾﻮم اﻟﻘﯿﺎﻣﺔ
" ﻓﯿﺸﻔﻌﺎن: ﻗﺎل، ﻣﻨﻌﺘﮫ اﻟﻨﻮم ﺑﺎﻟﻠﯿﻞ ﻓﺸﻔﻌﻨﻲ ﻓﯿﮫ:وﯾﻘﻮل اﻟﻘﺮآن
“Fasting and the Qur’aan shall intercede on behalf of the servant on the
Day of Resurrection. Fasting will say: ‘O my Lord! He abandoned his
interest in food and lust, so let me intercede on his behalf.’ The Qur’aan will
say: ‘He relinquished his interest in sleep during the night, so let me
intercede on his behalf.’ The Prophet, blessings and peace be upon him
said: ‘They will then be allowed to intercede on his behalf.’”4
G. Fasting teaches the Muslim patience, forbearance and courage. It
teaches him to forsake his beloved things and lusts. And there is a great
difficulty in suppressing a recalcitrant soul.
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Conditions that Make Fasting Obligatory:
The scholars unanimously agree that fasting in the month of Ramadaan is
obligatory on every Muslim who is adult, healthy, sane and resident. It is
also incumbent on a woman who is free from menstrual and postnatal
period.
Etiquettes of Fasting:
A. Keeping away from backbiting, slandering and other sins that Allaah
forbids. The Muslim must restrain his tongue from forbidden utterances and
from attacking the honours of others. The Prophet, blessings and peace be
upon him said,
""ﻣﻦ ﻟﻢ ﯾﺪع ﻗﻮل اﻟﺰور واﻟﻌﻤﻞ ﺑﮫ ﻓﻠﯿﺲ ﷲ ﺣﺎﺟﺔ ﻓﻲ أن ﯾﺪع ﻃﻌﺎﻣﮫ وﺷﺮاﺑﮫ
“Whoever does not abstain from falsehood sayings and deeds, Allaah has
no need in his abstention from food and drink (has no need of his fasting.”1
B. He should take the pre-dawn meal (Sahoor). This is because it helps the
fasting Muslim in observing his fast, makes him spend his day relaxed and
makes him carry out his daily activities with strength and vigour. The
Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace be upon him encouraged taking
pre-dawn meal with his saying:
 وﻟﻮ أن ﯾﺠﺮع أﺣﺪﻛﻢ ﺟﺮﻋﺔ ﻣﻦ ﻣﺎء ﻓﺈن اﷲ ﻋﺰّ وﺟﻞّ وﻣﻼﺋﻜﺘﮫ ﯾﺼﻠﻮن، ﻓﻼ ﺗﺪﻋﻮه،"اﻟﺴﺤﻮر أﻛﻠﺔ ﺑﺮﻛﺔ
"ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻤﺘﺴﺤﺮﯾﻦ
“Sahoor is a blessed meal. Do not abandon it, even if you have to drink
only a gulp of water. Allaah, the Exalted blesses those who eat Sahoor and
His Angels also invoke Allaah’s blessings on them.”2
C. Breaking the fast as soon as there is a certainty that the sun has set.
The Prophet, blessings and peace be upon him said,
""ﻻ ﯾﺰال اﻟﻨﺎس ﺑﺨﯿﺮ ﻣﺎ ﻋﺠﻠﻮا اﻟﻔﻄﺮ
“The people will remain on the right path as long as they hasten the
breaking of the fast.”3
D. Breaking the fast on fresh dates or dried ones, because that is the
Sunnah. Anas said,
 ﻓﺈن ﻟﻢ ﺗﻜﻦ ﺣﺴﺎ ﺣﺴﻮات، ﻓﺈن ﻟﻢ ﺗﻜﻦ رﻃﺒﺎت ﻓﺘﻤﺮات، ﯾﻔﻄﺮ ﻗﺒﻞ أن ﯾﺼﻠﻲ ﻋﻠﻰ رﻃﺒﺎتr ﻛﺎن رﺳﻮل اﷲ
"ﻣﻦ ﻣﺎء
“The Messenger of Allaah used to break his fast with fresh dates before he
observed the (Maghrib) prayer. If he did not find any fresh dates, he would
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break his fast on dried ones, if he did not find any, he would take sips of
water.”1
E. Doing much recitation of the Qur’aan, doing much remembrance of
Allaah and praising Him, giving charity, doing righteous deeds and doing
many supererogatory good deeds. The evidence is the hadeeth narrated by
Ibn ‘Abbaas who said,
 وﻛﺎن ﺟﺒﺮﯾﻞ، وﻛﺎن أﺟﻮد ﻣﺎ ﯾﻜﻮن ﻓﻲ رﻣﻀﺎن ﺣﯿﻦ ﯾﻠﻘﺎه ﺟﺒﺮﯾﻞ، أﺟﻮد اﻟﻨّﺎس ﺑﺎﻟﺨﯿﺮr "ﻛﺎن رﺳﻮل اﷲ
 ﺣﯿﻦ ﯾﻠﻘﺎه ﺟﺒﺮﯾﻞ أﺟﻮد ﺑﺎﻟﺨﯿﺮ ﻣﻦ اﻟﺮﯾﺢr  ﻓﻠﺮﺳﻮل اﷲ، ﻓﯿﺪارﺳﮫ اﻟﻘﺮآن،ﯾﻠﻘﺎه ﻓﻲ ﻛﻞ ﻟﯿﻠﺔ ﻣﻦ رﻣﻀﺎن
"اﻟﻤﺮﺳﻠﺔ
“The Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace be upon him was the most
generous of all the people, and he used to reach the peak in generosity in
the month of Ramadaan when Gabriel met him. Gabriel used to meet him
every night of Ramadaan to teach him the Qur’aan. Allaah’s Messenger
was the most generous person, even more generous than the strong
uncontrollable wind (in readiness and haste to do charitable deeds).”2
Things that Invalidate Fasting:
A. Intentional eating or drinking during the day in Ramadaan. Likewise is
using things that break the fast like nourishing injections or drugs, for they
serve the same purpose as food and drink. However, extracting little blood
from the body for the purpose of medical analysis does not affect the
fasting.
B. Engaging in sexual intercourse during the day in Ramadaan also
invalidates fasting. The perpetrator of this should make sincere repentance
to Allaah for his violation of the honour of this month. He should, in addition
to this, expiate by freeing a bondsperson. If he cannot find one, he fasts for
two consecutive months and if he cannot do that, he feeds sixty poor
people. Each poor person should be given half of a Saa‘ of wheat or other
stable food of his country. The evidence is the hadeeth reported by Aboo
Hurayrah who said,
 وﻗﻌﺖ ﻋﻠﻰ: ﻗﺎل ﻣﺎ ﻟﻚ؟ ﻗﺎل، ﯾﺎ رﺳﻮل اﷲ ھﻠﻜﺖ: ﻓﻘﺎل، إذ ﺟﺎءه رﺟﻞr "ﺑﯿﻨﻤﺎ ﻧﺤﻦ ﺟﻠﻮس ﻋﻨﺪ اﻟﻨﺒﻲ
 ﻗﺎل ﻓﮭﻞ ﺗﺴﺘﻄﯿﻊ أن ﺗﺼﻮم ﺷﮭﺮﯾﻦ. ﻻ: ھﻞ ﺗﺠﺪ رﻗﺒﺔ ﺗﻌﺘﻘﮭﺎ؟ ﻗﺎل:r  ﻓﻘﺎل رﺳﻮل اﷲ،اﻣﺮأﺗﻲ وأﻧﺎ ﺻﺎﺋﻢ
 ﻓﺒﯿﻨﻤﺎ ﻧﺤﻦ ﻋﻠﻰ،r  ﻓﻤﻜﺚ ﻋﻨﺪ اﻟﻨﺒﻲ: ﻗﺎل. ﻻ: ﻓﮭﻞ ﺗﺠﺪ إﻃﻌﺎم ﺳﺘﯿﻦ ﻣﺴﻜﯿﻨﺎً؟ ﻗﺎل: ﻗﺎل. ﻻ:ﻣﺘﺘﺎﺑﻌﯿﻦ؟ ﻗﺎل
، ﺧﺬ ھﺬا ﻓﺘﺼﺪق ﺑﮫ: ﻗﺎل، أﻧﺎ: أﯾﻦ اﻟﺴﺎﺋﻞ؟ ﻓﻘﺎل: ﻗﺎل،- ﺑﻌَﺮَق ﻓﯿﮫ ﺗﻤﺮ –واﻟﻌَﺮَق اﻟﻤﻜﺘﻞr ذﻟﻚ أُﺗﻲَ اﻟﻨﺒﻲ
، أھﻞ ﺑﯿﺖ أﻓﻘﺮ ﻣﻦ أھﻞ ﺑﯿﺘﻲ- ﻓﻮاﷲ ﻣﺎ ﺑﯿﻦ ﻻﺑﺘﯿﮭﺎ –ﯾﺮﯾﺪ اﻟﺤﺮﺗﯿﻦ، ﻋﻠﻰ أﻓﻘﺮ ﻣﻨﻲ ﯾﺎ رﺳﻮل اﷲ:ﻓﻘﺎل اﻟﺮﺟﻞ
" أﻃﻌﻤﮫ أھﻠﻚ: ﺛﻢ ﻗﺎل، ﺣﺘﻰ ﺑﺪت أﻧﯿﺎﺑﮫr ﻓﻀﺤﻚ اﻟﻨﺒﻲ
“While we were sitting with the Prophet a man came and said, "O Allaah's
Messenger! I have been ruined." Allaah's Messenger asked what was the
1
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matter with him. He replied "I had sexual intercourse with my wife while I
was fasting." Allaah's Messenger asked him, "Can you afford to manumit a
slave?" He replied in the negative. Allaah's Messenger asked him, "Can
you fast for two successive months?" He replied in the negative. The
Prophet asked him, "Can you afford to feed sixty poor persons?" He replied
in the negative. The Prophet kept silent and while we were in that state, a
big basket full of dates was brought to the Prophet. He asked, "Where is
the questioner?" He replied, "I (am here)." The Prophet said (to him), "Take
this (basket of dates) and give it in charity." The man said, "Should I give it
to a person poorer than I? By Allaah; there is no family between its (i.e. AlMadeenah’s) two mountains who are poorer than me." The Prophet smiled
till his pre-molar teeth became visible and then said, 'Feed your family with
it.”1
C. Ejaculation as a result of kissing, fondling or masturbation. If a man
ejaculates as a result of one of the above, his fasting becomes invalidated
and he must make up for it. However, he should continue abstaining from
eating and drinking for the rest of the day and no expiation is incumbent on
him. He should regret and repent for what he has done, seek for Allaah’s
forgiveness and keep away from all that could stimulate his lust. But if he
sleeps and has a wet dream while he is fasting, that does not affect his
fasting. He should, however take a bath.
D. Wilful vomit. If he vomits unintentionally, that does not affect his fasting.
The Prophet, blessings and peace be upon him, said,
" وﻣﻦ اﺳﺘﻘﺎء ﻋﻤﺪاً ﻓﻠﯿﻘﺾ،"ﻣﻦ ذرﻋﮫ اﻟﻘﻲء ﻓﻠﯿﺲ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ ﻗﻀﺎء
“Whoever is overwhelmed by vomit, he needs not pay back the fast, but
whoever vomits wilfully should pay back the fast.”2
E. Menstrual or postnatal bleeding, either at the beginning of the day or
later in the day even if it is just before sunset.
It is better for the fasting Muslim to avoid cupping so as not to render his
fast invalid. It is also better for him not to donate blood except in dire
necessity like saving a sick person. However, if he has a nosebleed, bleeds
as a result of a cough, injury, removal of a teeth or similar cases; his fast is
not affected.
General Regulations:
Fasting in the month of Ramadaan should be commenced after the moon
has been sighted. Allaah says,

1
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“So whoever of you sights (the crescent on the first night of) the month (of
Ramadaan i.e. is present at his home), he must observe Saum (fasts) that
month.”1
Testimony of a trustworthy Muslim is enough to establish the sighting of the
moon. The evidence is the hadeeth narrated by Ibn ‘Umar who said,
" أﻧﻲ رأﯾﺘﮫ ﻓﺼﺎم وأﻣﺮ اﻟﻨّﺎس ﺑﺼﯿﺎﻣﮫr "ﺗﺮاءى اﻟﻨّﺎس اﻟﮭﻼل ﻓﺄﺧﺒﺮت رﺳﻮل اﷲ
“People were looking for the moon (of Ramadaan) and I told the Messenger
of Allaah, blessings and peace be upon him that I had sighted the moon.
He then commenced fasting and ordered the people to commence
fasting.”2
The order to commence fasting in each country should be left at the
discretion of the leader of that country. If he decides that fasting should be
commenced or not, he should be obeyed. If the ruler is not a Muslim, the
decision lies with the council of the Islaamic centre or any other recognised
Islaamic authority of the country. This is in order to maintain unity among
Muslims.
It is permissible to make use of meteorological equipments in searching for
the moon; but astrological reckoning and stars should not be relied on in
establishing the commencement of the month of Ramadaan or its end.
Sighting of the moon should rather be the determining factor. Allaah says,
á ( çmôJÝÁuŠù=sù t•ök¤¶9$# ãNä3YÏB y‰Íky- `yJsù â

“So whoever of you sights (the crescent on the first night of) the month (of
Ramadaan i.e. is present at his home), he must observe Saum (fasts) that
month.”3
Whoever witnesses Ramadaan among legally obligated Muslims should
fast, regardless of the fact that the day is long or short.
What should be considered while commencing the fasting of Ramadaan in
any country is sighting the moon at its first appearance, according the most
correct of the scholars’ opinions. This is because; there is a consensus
among the scholars that appearance of the moon differs from a country to
another. Essentially, everyone knows this fact. The Prophet, blessings and
peace be upon him said,
"ً"ﺻﻮﻣﻮا ﻟﺮؤﯾﺘﮫ واﻓﻄﺮوا ﻟﺮؤﯾﺘﮫ ﻓﺈن ﻏُﻢﱠ ﻋﻠﯿﻜﻢ ﻓﺄﻛﻤﻠﻮا ﺷﻌﺒﺎن ﺛﻼﺛﯿﻦ ﯾﻮﻣﺎ
1
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“Start fasting on seeing the crescent (of Ramadan), and give up fasting on
seeing the crescent (of Shawwaal), and if the sky is overcast (and you
cannot see it), complete thirty days of Sha’baan.”1
The fasting Muslim must make an intention to fast from the preceding night.
The Prophet, blessings and peace be upon him said,
" وإﻧﻤﺎ ﻟﻜﻞ اﻣﺮئ ﻣﺎ ﻧﻮى،"إﻧﻤﺎ اﻷﻋﻤﺎل ﺑﺎﻟﻨﯿّﺎت
“The reward of deeds depends upon the intentions and every person will
get the reward according to what he has intended.”2
He also said,
""ﻣﻦ ﻟﻢ ﯾﺠﻤﻊ اﻟﺼﯿﺎم ﻗﺒﻞ اﻟﻔﺠﺮ ﻓﻼ ﺻﯿﺎم ﻟﮫ
“He who does not make an intention to fast before Fajr, he has no fasting.”3
No one should abandon fasting during the day in the month of Ramadaan
without any valid excuse like illness, travel, menstrual or postnatal bleeding,
pregnancy or breastfeeding. Allaah says,
á 4 t•yzé& BQ$-ƒr& ô`ÏiB ×o£‰Ïèsù 9•xÿy™ 4’n?tã ÷rr& $³ÒƒÍ•£D Nä3ZÏB šc%x. `yJsù â

“But if any of you is ill or on a journey, the same number (should be made
up) from other days.”4
The sick person who finds it difficult to fast and abstain from food and drink
and gets harmed if he fasts is allowed not to fast in the month of
Ramadaan. He then afterwards, makes up for the days he does not fast.
If the pregnant woman and the breastfeeding woman fear harm on
themselves, they may not fast. The scholars agree that both make up for
what they miss later. This is because they are like a sick person who fears
on his life.
But if they fear on their lives and those of their children, or fear only for the
lives of their children, they may not fast. They should, however, make up for
the missed days. The evidence is the hadeeth narrated by Anas that the
Messenger of Allaah said,
" وﻋﻦ اﻟﺤﺒﻠﻰ واﻟﻤﺮﺿﻊ،"إن اﷲ وﺿﻊ ﻋﻦ اﻟﻤﺴﺎﻓﺮ ﻧﺼﻒ اﻟﺼﻼة واﻟﺼﻮم
“Allaah permits the traveller to perform only half of the prayer. He also
exempts him and the pregnant and breastfeeding women from fasting.”5
1

Reported by Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim
Reported by Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim
3
Reported by Aboo Daawood, At-Tirmidhee and An-Nasaaee
4
Al-Baqarah 2:184
5
Reported by An-Nasaaee and Ibn Khuzaymah. The hadeeth is sound. However, they
will have to make up for days, which they miss. (Translator)
2
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As for old man and woman, they are allowed not to fast if they see that
fasting may cause them great hardship. However, they should feed a poor
person for each day they do not fast. The evidence is the hadeeth narrated
by on the authority of ‘Ataa’ who narrated that he heard Ibn Abbaas read
the word of Allaah:
á &ûüÅ3ó¡ÏB ãP$yèsÛ ×ptƒô‰Ïù ¼çmtRqà)‹ÏÜãƒ šúïÏ%©!$# ’n?tãur â

“And as for those who can fast with difficulty, (e.g. an old man, etc.), they
have (a choice either to fast or) to feed a Miskîn (poor person) (for every
day).”1
Ibn ‘Abbaas said, “The verse is not abrogated. It applies to the old man and
woman who cannot fast. They are to feed in lieu of each day, a poor
person.
Travelling is one of the lawful excuses for not fasting in Ramadaan. The
evidence is the hadeeth narrated by Anas who said,
" ﻓﻠﻢ ﯾﻌﺐ اﻟﺼﺎﺋﻢ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻤﻔﻄﺮ وﻻ اﻟﻤﻔﻄﺮ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﺼﺎﺋﻢ،r "ﻛﻨﺎ ﻧﺴﺎﻓﺮ ﻣﻊ اﻟﻨﺒﻲ
“We used to travel with the Prophet, blessings and peace be upon him, and
neither did the fasting persons criticize those who were not fasting, nor did
those who were not fasting criticize the fasting ones.”2

1
2

Al-Baqarah 2:184
Reported by Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim
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The Fifth Pillar: Hajj (Pilgrimage)

Its meaning:
Hajj in the language means visit. In Islaamic terminology, it means: visiting
Makkah for the purpose of performing rites in a specific way, at a specific
time and with specific conditions.
Its rule:
The Muslim Ummah unanimously agree that pilgrimage is obligatory once
in the life of every Muslim. They also agree that it is one of the five pillars of
Islaam. Allaah says,
tûüÏJn=»yèø9$# Ç`tã ;ÓÍ_xî ©!$# ¨bÎ*sù t•xÿx. `tBur 4 Wx‹Î6y™ Ïmø‹s9Î) tí$sÜtGó™$# Ç`tB ÏMø•t7ø9$# •kÏm Ä¨$¨Z9$# ’n?tã ¬!ur â

á ÇÒÐÈ

“And Hajj (pilgrimage to Makkah) to the House (Ka'bah) is a duty that
mankind owes to Allaah, those who can afford the expenses (for one's
conveyance, provision and residence); and whoever disbelieves (i.e. denies
Hajj (pilgrimage to Makkah), then he is a disbeliever of Allaah), then Allaah
stands not in need of any of the 'Alamîn (mankind, jinn and all that exists).”1
The Prophet, blessings and peace be upon him said,
 وأن ﻣﺤﻤﺪاً رﺳﻮل اﷲ، ﺷﮭﺎدة أن ﻻ إﻟﮫ إﻻ اﷲ،"ﺑﻨﻲ اﻹﺳﻼم ﻋﻠﻰ ﺧﻤﺲ
" وﺻﻮم رﻣﻀﺎن، وﺣﺞ اﻟﺒﯿﺖ،وإﻗﺎم اﻟﺼﻼة وإﯾﺘﺎء اﻟﺰﻛﺎة
“Islaam is based on (the following) five (principles): To testify that none has
the right to be worshipped but Allaah and Muhammad is Allaah's
Messenger, to offer the (compulsory congregational) prayers dutifully and
perfectly, to pay Zakaah (i.e. obligatory charity), to perform Hajj. (i.e.
Pilgrimage to Mecca) and to observe fast during the month of Ramadaan.”2
The Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace be upon him also said
during the Farewell Pilgrimage:
""ﯾﺎ أﯾﮭﺎ اﻟﻨﺎس إن اﷲ ﻓﺮض ﻋﻠﯿﻜﻢ ﺣﺞ اﻟﺒﯿﺖ ﻓﺤﺠﻮا
“O people! Allaah has ordained Hajj on you, so perform it.”3

1

Aal ‘Imraan 3:97
Reported by Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim
3
Reported by Muslim
2
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Merits of Hajj and the reasons for its ordainment:
There are many textual evidences on the merits of Hajj. Among these is the
Saying of Allaah:
ÇËÐÈ 9,ŠÏJtã ?dksù Èe@ä. `ÏB šúüÏ?ù'tƒ 9•ÏB$|Ê Èe@à2 4’n?tãur Zw%y`Í‘ š‚qè?ù'tƒ Ædkptø:$$Î/ Ä¨$¨Y9$# ’Îû bÏiŒr&ur â
á ( ÉO»yè÷RF{$# ÏpyJ‹Îgt/ .`ÏiB Nßgs%y—u‘ $tB 4’n?tã BM»tBqè=÷è¨B 5Q$-ƒr& þ’Îû «!$# zNó™$# (#rã•à2õ‹tƒur öNßgs9 yìÏÿ»oYtB (#rß‰ygô±uŠÏj9

“And proclaim to mankind the Hajj (pilgrimage). They will come to you on
foot and on every lean camel; they will come from every deep and distant
(wide) mountain highway (to perform Hajj). That they may witness things
that are of benefit to them (i.e. reward of Hajj in the Hereafter, and also
some worldly gain from trade), and mention the Name of Allaah on
appointed days (i.e. 10th, 11th, 12th, and 13th day of Dhul-Hijjah), over the
beast of cattle that He has provided for them (for sacrifice).”1
Hajj has many great benefits for Muslims in this world and the Hereafter.
Hajj comprises of different acts of worship like making Tawaaf round the
Ka’abah, running between As-Safaa and Al-Marwah and staying at ‘Arafah,
Mina and Muzdalifah. It includes throwing the pebbles at Jamaraat, passing
the night at Mina, slaughtering the sacrifice and shaving the head.
Among the acts or worship that Hajj includes is making a lot of
remembrance of Allaah as a way of seeking His pleasure, humbling oneself
for Him and returning to Him in repentance. That is why Hajj is one of the
greatest acts of worship that remove sins and lead to Paradise.
Aboo Hurayrah said: “I heard the Messenger of Allaah, blessings and
peace be upon him saying,
"" ﻣﻦ ﺣﺞ ھﺬا اﻟﺒﯿﺖ ﻓﻠﻢ ﯾﺮﻓﺚ وﻟﻢ ﯾﻔﺴﻖ رﺟﻊ ﻣﻦ ذﻧﻮﺑﮫ ﻛﯿﻮم وﻟﺪﺗﮫ أﻣﮫ
“He who performs the Hajj without violating it with sexual activity, or an act
of disobedience, he would return home as sinless as the day he was
born.”2
He also narrated that the Prophet, blessings and peace be upon him said,
""اﻟﻌﻤﺮة إﻟﻰ اﻟﻌﻤﺮة ﻛﻔﺎرة ﻟﻤﺎ ﺑﯿﻨﮭﻤﺎ واﻟﺤﺞ اﻟﻤﺒﺮور ﻟﯿﺲ ﻟﮫ ﺟﺰاء إﻻ اﻟﺠﻨﺔ
“An Umrah is an expiation for the sins committed between it and the next,
and Hajj which is accepted will receive no other reward except Paradise.”3
Aboo Hurayrah also narrated:

1

Al-Hajj 22:27-28
Reported by Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim
3
Reported by Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim
2
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. ﺟﮭﺎد ﻓﻲ ﺳﺒﯿﻞ اﷲ: ﺛﻢ ﻣﺎذا؟ ﻗﺎل: ﻗﯿﻞ. "إﯾﻤﺎن ﺑﺎﷲ ورﺳﻮﻟﮫ: أي اﻷﻋﻤﺎل أﻓﻀﻞ؟ ﻗﺎلr "ﺳﺌﻞ رﺳﻮل اﷲ
" ﺛﻢ ﻣﺎذا؟ ﻗﺎل ﺣﺞ ﻣﺒﺮور:ﻗﯿﻞ
“The Prophet, blessings and peace be upon him was asked, "Which is the
best deed?" He said, "To believe in Allaah and His Messenger." He was
then asked, "Which is the next (in goodness)?" He said, "To participate in
Jihad in Allaah's Cause." He was then asked, "Which is the next?" He said,
"To perform an accepted Hajj.”1
‘Abdullaah bin Mas‘ood narrated that the Messenger of Allaah, blessings
and peace be upon him said,
 وﻟﯿﺲ،"ﺗﺎﺑﻌﻮا ﺑﯿﻦ اﻟﺤﺞ واﻟﻌﻤﺮة ﻓﺈﻧﮭﻤﺎ ﯾﻨﻔﯿﺎن اﻟﻔﻘﺮ واﻟﺬﻧﻮب ﻛﻤﺎ ﯾﻨﻔﻲ اﻟﻜﯿﺮ ﺧﺒﺚ اﻟﺤﺪﯾﺪ واﻟﺬھﺐ واﻟﻔﻀﺔ
"ﻟﻠﺤﺠﺔ اﻟﻤﺒﺮورة ﺛﻮاب إﻻ اﻟﺠﻨﺔ
“Perform Hajj and Umrah one after another, for they remove poverty and
sins as the furnace removes the impurities of iron. The accepted Hajj has
no reward other than Paradise.”2
Among the benefits of Hajj is that it affords the Muslims from all over the
world to meet in the holiest and the most beloved place to Allaah. It gives
them the opportunity to know one another and to cooperate on
righteousness and piety. Through the unity of their sayings, words of
remembrance of Allaah, which they recite and the rites they perform, Hajj
inculcates in them the sense of equality. This in essence, teaches them the
importance of unity in matters of their belief, worship, goals and the means
to achieve those goals.
This gathering of theirs in Hajj allows them to know one another, brings
them closer to one another and makes them inquire about the situations of
one another. This phenomenon actualises the Saying of Allaah:
ö/ä3tBt•ò2r& ¨bÎ) 4 (#þqèùu‘$yètGÏ9 Ÿ@Í¬!$t7s%ur $\/qãèä© öNä3»oYù=yèy_ur 4Ós\Ré&ur 9•x.sŒ `ÏiB /ä3»oYø)n=yz $¯RÎ) â¨$¨Z9$# $pkš‰r'¯»tƒ â
á ÇÊÌÈ ×Ž•Î7yz îLìÎ=tã ©!$# ¨bÎ) 4 öNä39s)ø?r& «!$# y‰YÏã

“O mankind! We have created you from a male and a female, and made
you into nations and tribes, that you may know one another. Verily, the
most honourable of you with Allaah is that (believer) who is most pious.
Verily, Allaah is All-Knowing, All-Aware.”3

1

Ibid.
Reported by At-Tirmidhee, and he said: ‘It is a sound and authentic hadeeth.’
3
Al-Hujuraat 49:13
2
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Conditions that makes Hajj Obligatory:
There is no disagreement among the scholars that Hajj becomes obligatory
with the following five conditions: Islaam, sanity, attaining the age of
maturity, freedom from bondage and capability (financial, physical and
security wise).
As for the woman, an additional condition is availability of a Mahram1 who
can accompany her for the journey to Hajj. The evidence is the saying of
the Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace be upon him:
""ﻻ ﯾﺤﻞ ﻻﻣﺮأة ﺗﺆﻣﻦ ﺑﺎﷲ واﻟﯿﻮم اﻵﺧﺮ ﺗﺴﺎﻓﺮ ﻣﺴﯿﺮة ﯾﻮم إﻻ وﻣﻌﮭﺎ ذو ﻣﺤﺮم
“It is unlawful for a woman who believes in Allaah and the Last Day to travel
a journey of a day without the company of a Mahram.”2
The scholars divided these conditions into three categories:
One: Conditions that make the Hajj obligatory and valid. They are: Islaam
and sanity. Therefore, the Hajj is not obligatory on a disbeliever or on an
insane, nor is their Hajj valid if they perform it, because they are not among
those who are required to perform acts of worship.
Two: Conditions that makes the Hajj obligatory and sufficient. They are:
attaining the age of maturity and being free from bondage. These are,
however, not conditions for the validity of Hajj. If a child or a bondsman
performs Hajj, their Hajj is valid but it does not fulfil the Hajj of Islaam.3
Three: Conditions that only make the Hajj obligatory. This condition is
capability. If an incapable person performs the Hajj with difficulty and
embarks on the journey for the Hajj without a provision or a mount, his Hajj
is valid.
Hajj by proxy:
All scholars agree that whoever dies before he is able to perform Hajj, its
obligation on him is dropped. However, there are different opinions
regarding one who dies after he is able to perform Hajj.
The correct opinion, Insha Allaah, is that the obligation of Hajj on him is not
dropped. His heirs should perform the Hajj on his behalf from his wealth,
regardless of whether he mentions that in his will or not. The Hajj is a biding

1

A Mahram is a woman’s husband or any permanently unmarriageable male relative.
(Translator)
2
Reported by Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim
3
This means that the child will have to perform another Hajj when he reaches the age
of maturity and the bondsman will have to perform another Hajj when he is freed.
(Translator)
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duty on him like debt. The evidence is the hadeeth narrated by Ibn ‘Abbaas
that,
 "أرأﯾﺖ ﻟﻮ ﻛﺎن ﻋﻠﻰ أﺧﺘﻚ دﯾﻦ: ﻓﺴﺄﻟﮫ ﻋﻦ ذﻟﻚ ﻓﻘﺎلr  ﻓﺄﺗﻰ أﺧﻮھﺎ اﻟﻨﺒﻲ،أن اﻣﺮأة ﻧﺬرت أن ﺗﺤﺞ ﻓﻤﺎﺗﺖ
" ﻓﺎﻗﻀﻮا اﷲ ﻓﮭﻮ أﺣﻖ ﺑﺎﻟﻮﻓﺎء: ﻗﺎل، ﻧﻌﻢ:أﻛﻨﺖ ﻗﺎﺿﯿﮫ؟ ﻗﺎل
“A woman vows to perform Hajj but she died before she could do so. Her
brother came to the Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace be upon
him and asked him about that. The Prophet, blessings and peace be upon
him said, “Tell me, if your sister has a debt, are you going to pay it?” He
said, “Yes.” The Prophet said, “Then pay the debt owed to Allaah, for that is
worthier of being paid.”1
C. Can one who has not performed the Hajj for himself do so on behalf of
others?
The correct opinion is that he cannot perform the Hajj on behalf of others if
he has not performed one for himself. The evidence is the famous hadeeth
in which the Prophet, blessings and peace be upon him was reported to
have heard a man saying: ‘O Allaah! Here I am responding to You in
performing the Hajj on behalf of Shubrumah.’ The Prophet asked the man:
‘Have you already performed the Hajj for yourself?’ The man said: ‘No.’ He
then said to him: ‘Perform Hajj for yourself first, then (next year) perform it
on behalf of Shubrumah.”2
Also, the correct opinion is that the Hajj performed on behalf of an
incapable person is valid. The evidence is the hadeeth narrated by Al-Fadl
bin ‘Abbaas. He mentioned in the hadeeth that a woman from Khath‘am
clan said: “O Messenger of Allaah! The obligation of Hajj enjoined by Allaah
on His servants has become due on my father and he is old and weak, and
he cannot sit firm on the Mount; may I perform Hajj on his behalf?" The
Prophet, blessings and peace be upon him replied, "Yes, you may." That
happened during the Farewell Pilgrimage (of the Prophet, blessings and
peace be upon him).”3
D. Does Hajj become obligatory on a Muslim as soon as he has all the
requirements or he can delay it to any time he likes?
The most preponderant opinion, Insha Allaah, is that, Hajj becomes
obligatory on a Muslim as soon as he possesses all its requirements. This
is due to the generality of the injunction of the word of Allaah,
á 4 Wx‹Î6y™ Ïmø‹s9Î) tí$sÜtGó™$# Ç`tB ÏMø•t7ø9$# •kÏm Ä¨$¨Z9$# ’n?tã ¬!ur â
1

Reported by An-Nasaaee.
Reported by Ahmad, Aboo Daawood, Ibn Maajah and Al-Bayhaqee. Al-Bayhaqee
classified it as authentic.
3
Reported by Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim
2
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“Hajj (pilgrimage to Makkah) to the House (Ka‘bah) is a duty that mankind
owes to Allaah, those who can afford the expenses (for one's conveyance,
provision and residence).”1
Allaah also says,
á 4 ¬! not•÷Kãèø9$#ur ¢kptø:$# (#q‘JÏ?r&ur â

“And perform properly (i.e. all the ceremonies according to the ways of
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)) the Hajj and 'Umrah (i.e. the
pilgrimage to Makkah) for Allaah.”2
In the hadeeth, Ibn ‘Abbaas narrated that the Messenger of Allaah,
blessings and peace be upon him said,
" ﻓﺈن أﺣﺪﻛﻢ ﻻ ﯾﺪري ﻣﺎ ﯾﻌﺮض ﻟﮫ، ﯾﻌﻨﻲ اﻟﻔﺮﯾﻀﺔ،"ﺗﻌﺠﻠﻮا إﻟﻰ اﻟﺤﺞ
“Hasten to perform Hajj [i.e. the obligatory Hajj], for none of you knows
what may happen to him.”3
Pillars of Hajj:
Pillars of Hajj are four: Ihraam, staying at ‘Arafah, Tawaaf Al-Ifaadah and
running between As-Safaa and Al-Marwah. Hajj cannot be complete
without these four pillars.
a. Ihraam
Ihraam is the intention made while starting the rites of Hajj of ‘Umrah.
The Mawaaqeet for entering into the state of Ihraam for Hajj are two types:
time and place.
-The times for entering into the state of Ihraam for Hajj are the months of
Hajj about which Allaah says,
á 4 ×M»tBqè=÷è¨B Ö•ßgô©r& •kptø:$# â

“The Hajj (pilgrimage) is (in) the well-known (lunar year) months.”4
The months are: Shawwaal, Dhul-Qa‘dah and Dhul-Hijjah.

1

Aal ‘Imraan 3:97
Al-Baqarah 2:196
3
Reported by Aboo Daawood, Ahmad and Al-Haakim. Al-Haakim classified it as
authentic.
4
Al-Baqarah 2:197
2
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-The places where the pilgrim enters into the state of Ihraam: These are the
designated places, which the pilgrim must not pass without being in the
state of Ihraam. These places are five:
One: Dhul-Khulayfah. It is now called “Abyaar ‘Alee”. It is the Meeqaat of
the people of Al-Madeenah. It is a distance of 336 kilometre or 224 miles
from Makkah.
Two: Al-Juhfah. It is a distance of ten kilometres from the Read Sea and a
180-kilometres or 120-mile distance from Makkah. It is the Meeqaat of the
people of Egypt, Syria, Morocco and those from Andalusia, Rome and the
Black Africa. The people from the above regions now enter into Ihraam
from Rabigh because it is a bit parallel to Al-Juhfah.
Three: Yalamlam. It is presently called “As-Sa‘diyyah”, and it is one of the
mountains of Tihaamah. It is 70-kilometre or 48-mile distance from Makkah.
This is the Meeqaat of the peoples of Yemen, Java (Southeast Asian
countries), Sub-Indian continent and China.
Four: Qarnul-Manaazil. It is presently called “As-Sail Al-Kabeer”. It is a 72kilometre or 48-mile distance from Makkah. It is the Meeqaat of the peoples
of Najd and Taif.
Five: Dhaat ‘Irq. It is presently called “Ad-Dareebah”. ‘Irq means a small
mountain. And the place is named ‘Dhaat ‘Irq’ because there is a small
mountain there. It is a 72-kilometre or 48-mile distance from Makkah. It is
the Meeqaat of the peoples of the East, Iraq and Iran. These designated
places are points where those performing Hajj or ‘Umrah must not pass on
their way to Makkah without being in the state of Ihraam.
The Prophet, blessings and peace be upon him explained these places in
the hadeeth narrated by Ibn ‘Abbaas who said,
 وﻷھﻞ اﻟﯿﻤﻦ، وﻷھﻞ ﻧﺠﺪ ﻗﺮن اﻟﻤﻨﺎزل، وﻷھﻞ اﻟﺸﺎم اﻟﺠﺤﻔﺔ، ﻷھﻞ اﻟﻤﺪﯾﻨﺔ ذا اﻟﺤﻠﯿﻔﺔr "وﻗّﺖ رﺳﻮل اﷲ
 وﻣﻦ ﻛﺎن دون ذﻟﻚ ﻓﻤﻦ ﺣﯿﺚ، ھﻦ ﻟﮭﻦ وﻟﻤﻦ أﺗﻰ ﻋﻠﯿﮭﻦ ﻣﻦ ﻏﯿﺮ أھﻠﮭﻦ ﻣﻤﻦ أراد اﻟﺤﺞ أو اﻟﻌﻤﺮة،ﯾﻠﻤﻠﻢ
" ﺣﺘﻰ أھﻞ ﻣﻜﺔ ﻣﻦ ﻣﻜﺔ،أﻧﺸﺄ
“The Prophet, blessings and peace be upon him fixed Dhul-Hulayfah as the
Meeqaat for the people of Medina, Al-Juhfah for the people of Syria,
Qarnul-Manaazil for the people of Najd, and Yalamlam for the people of
Yemen; and these Mawaaqeet are for those living at those very places, and
besides them for those who come through these places with the intention of
performing Hajj and Umrah; and whoever is living within these Mawaaqeet
should assume Ihraam from where he starts, and the people of Mecca can
assume Ihram from Mecca.”١
Muslim also reported on the authority of Jaabir that the Messenger of
Allaah, blessings and peace be upon him said,
1

Reported by Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim
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""ﻣﮭﻞ أھﻞ اﻟﻌﺮاق ذات ﻋﺮق

“The designated place from which the people of Iraq enter into the state of
Ihraam is Dhaat ‘Irq.”
But whoever does not pass by any Meeqaat on his way to Makkah, he
assumes the Ihraam when he knows that he has come in parallel to a
nearest Meeqaat to him. The traveller by air should enter into the state of
Ihraam when he approaches the parallel of one of these Mawaaqeet. He
should not delay his assumption of Ihraam until he lands in Jeddah as
some pilgrims do, because Jeddah is not a Meeqaat except for its
inhabitants only or whoever intends to perform Hajj or ‘Umrah from there.
Whoever enters into the state of Ihraam in other places besides the above,
he has abandoned an obligatory duty of Hajj, which is assuming the Ihraam
from the Meeqaat. He is therefore, liable to make expiation.
Equally, whoever passes the Meeqaat without assuming Ihraam; he must
go back. If he does not and enters the state of Ihraam without passing by
the Meeqaat, he has to expiate with a goat or a seventh part of a camel or
cow. He should distribute its meat to the poor people of the Haram and not
eat any part thereof.
How to Enter into the State of Ihraam:
It is desirable to take a bath, clean oneself, make necessary shavings and
use a perfume before entering into the state of Ihraam. The male pilgrim
must take off all sewn garments and wear only white, clean two seamless
sheets.
The correct opinion is that there is no special prayer for Ihraam. But when
the time coincides with the time of an obligatory prayer, he assumes Ihraam
after the prayer. This is because the Messenger of Allaah entered into the
state of Ihraam after an obligatory prayer. The pilgrim thereafter chooses
whichever type of Hajj he wants like Tamattu‘, Qiraan or Ifraad.
- Tamattu‘ is to enter into the state of Ihraam for ‘Umrah in one of the
months of Hajj and then terminate the Ihraam after finishing the ‘Umrah.
The pilgrim thereafter enters into the state of Ihraam for Hajj in the same
year.
- Qiraan is to enter into the state of Ihraam with the intention of performing
Hajj and ‘Umrah simultaneously or to enter into the state of Ihraam for
‘Umrah alone and later on includes the intention for Hajj before starting the
arrival Tawaaf. The pilgrim doing the Qiraan type of Hajj should make an
intention for both at the Meeqaat or before starting the Tawaaf of ‘Umrah.
He makes single Tawaaf and Sa‘y for both.
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- Ifraad is to enter into the state of Ihraam in the Meeqaat for Hajj alone.
The pilgrim doing Ifraad stays in the state of Ihraam until he finishes the
Hajj rites.
The one doing Tamattu‘ or Qiraan must sacrifice an animal if he is not
among the inhabitants of the Sacred Mosque.
There is a disagreement among the scholars as to which of these three
types of Hajj is the best. The eminent scholars are of the view that Tamattu‘
is the best.
When the pilgrim enters into the state of Ihraam with the intention to
perform any of these three types of Hajj, he recites the Talbiyah saying,
“Labbayka Allaahumma labbayk. Labayka laa shareeka laka labbayk. Innalhamda wan-ni‘mata laka wal-mulk, laa shareeka lak.”1
The pilgrim should recite Talbiyah as frequently as possible and the male
pilgrim should raise his voice with it.
Prohibited things in the state of Ihraam:
One: Removing hair from the body through shaving or otherwise. Allaah
says,
4á ¼ã&©#ÏtxC ß“ô‰olù;$# x÷è=ö7tƒ 4Ó®Lym óOä3y™râäâ‘ (#qà)Î=øtrB Ÿwur â

“And do not shave your heads until the Hady reaches the place of
sacrifice.”2
Two: Clipping of fingernails because doing so brings about comfort.3 Since
removing the hair without an excuse is not allowed, so is unnecessary
clipping of fingernails.
Three: Covering of the head. The Messenger of Allaah, blessings and
peace be upon him prohibited the one in the state of Ihraam from wearing
turbans. Another evidence is the Prophet’s instruction concerning the
pilgrim whose neck was broken by his mount and he died that,
"ً"وﻻ ﺗﺨﻤﺮوا رأﺳﮫ ﻓﺈﻧﮫ ﯾﺒﻌﺚ ﯾﻮم اﻟﻘﯿﺎﻣﺔ ﻣﻠﺒﯿﺎ
“Do not cover his head, for he will be resurrected on the Day of
Resurrection while reciting the Talbiyah.”4

1

This means: ‘I respond to Your call, O Allaah, I respond to Your call. I respond to
Your call, there is no associate with You, I respond to Your call. Indeed, the praise, the
favour and the sovereignty are Yours. There is no associate with You.’
2
Al-Baqarah 2:196
3
This contradicts one of the spirits of Hajj. (Translator)
4
Reported by Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim
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Ibn ‘Umar used to say, “The Ihraam of man is in his uncovering of his head
and the Ihraam of the woman is her uncovering of her face.”1
Four: Man’s wearing of sewn garments on his body and wearing of leather
socks. The evidence is the hadeeth narrated by Abdullaah bin ‘Umar that,
 "ﻻ ﯾﻠﺒﺲ اﻟﻤﺤﺮم اﻟﻘﻤﯿﺺ وﻻ اﻟﻌﻤﺎﻣﺔ وﻻ اﻟﺒﺮاﻧﺲ وﻻ اﻟﺴﺮاوﯾﻞ: ﻣﺎ ﯾﻠﺒﺲ اﻟﻤﺤﺮم؟ ﻗﺎلr "ﺳﺌﻞ رﺳﻮل اﷲ
" وﻻ اﻟﺨﻔﯿﻦ إﻻ أن ﻻ ﯾﺠﺪ ﻧﻌﻠﯿﻦ ﻓﻠﯿﻘﻄﻌﮭﻤﺎ ﺣﺘﻰ ﯾﻜﻮﻧﺎ أﺳﻔﻞ ﻣﻦ اﻟﻜﻌﺒﯿﻦ،وﻻ ﺛﻮﺑﺎً ﻣﺴّﮫ ورس وﻻ زﻋﻔﺮان
“A man asked, "O Messenger of Allaah! What kind of clothes should a
person in the state of Ihraam wear?" Allaah's Messenger replied, "He
should not wear a shirt, a turban, trousers, a head cloak or leather socks
except if he can find no slippers, he then may wear leather socks after
cutting off what might cover the ankles. And he should not wear clothes
which are scented with saffron or Wars (kinds of Perfumes)."2
Five: Using perfume after entering into the state of Ihraam. The evidence is:
The Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace be upon him commanded a
man, in the hadeeth narrated by Safwaan bin Ya‘laa bin Umayyah, to wash
off the perfume he had on him.3
The Prophet, blessings and peace be upon him also instructed, concerning
the pilgrim who fell off his mount and died, “You should apply no perfume
on his body.”4 The wordings according to Muslim read, “Do not touch him
with any perfume.”
It becomes forbidden on the pilgrim to apply perfume on his body or any
part thereof. The evidence is the above hadeeth narrated by Ibn ‘Umar.
Six: Killing of land game. The evidence is the injunction of Allaah,
á 4 ×Pã•ãm öNçFRr&ur y‰øŠ¢Á9$# (#qè=çGø)s? Ÿw (#qãYtB#uä tûïÏ%©!$# $pkš‰r'¯»tƒ â

“O you who believe! Kill not the game while you are in a state of Ihraam (for
Hajj or 'Umrah (pilgrimage))”5
He is also forbidden from hunting for game even if he does not kill it or
injure it because Allaah says,
á 3 $YBã•ãm óOçFøBßŠ $tB ÎhŽy9ø9$# ß‰ø‹|¹ öNä3ø‹n=tæ tPÌh•ãmur â

“Forbidden is (the pursuit of) land-game as long as you are in a state of
Ihrâm (for Hajj or 'Umrah).”1

1

Reported by Al-Bayhaqee with a sound Isnaad.
Reported by Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim
3
Reported by Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim
4
Reported by Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim on the authority of Abdullaah bin ‘Abbaas.
5
Al-Maaidah 5:95
2
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Seven: Making a marriage contract. The pilgrim should not marry for
himself or marry to others neither by guardianship nor by proxy. The
evidence is the hadeeth narrated by ‘Uthmaan that the Messenger of
Allaah, blessings and peace be upon him said,
""ﻻ ﯾَﻨﻜﺢ اﻟﻤﺤﺮم وﻻ ﯾُﻨﻜِﺢُ وﻻ ﯾﺨﻄﺐ
“The pilgrim should not marry a woman nor arrange the marriage for others
or propose marriage to any woman.”2
Eight: Engaging in sexual intercourse. Allaah says,
á y]sùu‘ Ÿxsù ¢kptø:$# ÆÎgŠÏù uÚt•sù `yJsù â

“So whosoever intends to perform Hajj therein (by assuming Ihraam), then
he should not have sexual relations (with his wife).”3
Nine: Lustfully touching the woman, skin to skin without sexual intercourse,
like kissing or fondling. Likewise is looking at a woman lustfully, because
that leads to unlawful sexual relation and is therefore forbidden.
The woman is like the man in all the above. However, she is different from
him in some things. The Ihraam of the woman is to uncover her face. She
should not cover her face with veil or other materials. She should also not
wear hand gloves because of the hadeeth narrated by Ibn ‘Umar that the
Prophet, blessings and peace be upon him said,
""وﻻ ﺗﻨﺘﻘﺐ اﻟﻤﺮأة اﻟﻤﺤﺮﻣﺔ وﻻ ﺗﻠﺒﺲ اﻟﻘﻔﺎزﯾﻦ
“The woman pilgrim should not wear face-veil or hand gloves.”4
Another evidence is the saying of Ibn Umar, “The woman’s Ihraam is in her
face.”5
‘Aaishah also narrated,
 ﻓﺈذا ﺣﺎذوا ﺑﻨﺎ ﺳﺪﻟﺖ إﺣﺪاﻧﺎ ﺟﻠﺒﺎﺑﮭﺎ ﻣﻦ رأﺳﮭﺎ، ﻣﺤﺮﻣﺎتr "ﻛﺎن اﻟﺮﻛﺒﺎن ﯾﻤﺮون ﺑﻨﺎ وﻧﺤﻦ ﻣﻊ رﺳﻮل اﷲ
" ﻓﺈذا ﺟﺎوزﻧﺎ ﻛﺸﻔﻨﺎه،ﻋﻠﻰ وﺟﮭﮭﺎ
“Riders would pass us when we accompanied the Messenger of Allaah,
blessings and peace be upon him while we were in the state of Ihraam.
When they came by us, one of us would let down her outer garment from
her head over her face, and when they had passed on, we would uncover
our faces.”6

1

Al-Maaidah 5:96
Reported by Muslim
3
Al-Baqarah 2:197
4
Reported by Al-Bukhaaree
5
Reported by Al-Bayhaqee
6
Reported by Aboo Daawood Ibn Maajah and Ahmad; and its Isnaad is good.
2
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All that are forbidden for man are also forbidden for woman like removing
the hair, cutting the nails, killing land games and so on. This is because the
general injunction of the evidences in that regard applies to her as it applies
to her male counterpart. However, she is exempted from the prohibition
about wearing the sewn garments, the leather socks and covering of the
head.
b. Staying at ‘Arafah
The Messenger of Allaah said, “Hajj is ‘Arafah.”1
c. Doing the Tawaaf Al-Ifaadah.
Allaah says,
á ÇËÒÈ È,ŠÏFyèø9$# ÏMøŠt7ø9$$Î/ (#qèù§q©Üu‹ø9ur â

“Then let them… circumambulate the Ancient House (the Ka'bah at
Makkah).”2
d. Running between As-Safaa and Al-Marwah
The Prophet, blessings and peace be upon him said,
""اﺳﻌﻮا ﻓﺈن اﷲ ﻛﺘﺐ ﻋﻠﯿﻜﻢ اﻟﺴﻌﻲ
“Run between As-Safaa and Al-Marwah, for Allaah has prescribed that for
you.”3
Obligatory Acts of Hajj:
1. There are seven obligatory acts of Hajj:
2. Entering into the state of Ihraam from Meeqaat.
3. Staying at ‘Arafah till the sunset for those who stay there during the day.
4. Passing the night at Muzdalifah.
5. Passing the nights of Ayyaamut-Tashreeq (the nights of 11th, 12th 13th of
Dhul-Hijjah).
6. Throwing the pebbles at Jamaraat.
7. Shaving or cutting the hair.
Doing the farewell Tawaaf.

1

Reported by Ahmad, and the Collectors of the Sunan.
Al-Hajj 22:29
3
Reported by Imaam Ahmad and Al-Bayhaqee
2
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How to Perform Hajj:
It is Sunnah for whoever wants to perform Hajj to take a bath like that of
Janaabah1 and apply perfume on his body, head and beard. After that, he
should wear two sheets; one to cover the upper part of his body and the
other to cover the lower part of his body from the waist down. The woman
pilgrim wears whatever she likes as long as she does not display her
beauty in any way.
When he arrives at the Meeqaat, he prays the obligatory prayer if the time
of his arrival there coincides with the time of an obligatory prayer. If it does
not, he prays two rak‘ahs with the intention of performing the Sunnah of
ablution and not that of Ihraam. This is because nothing authentic is
reported from the Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace be upon him
that Ihraam has a Sunnah prayer.
When he finishes praying, he makes the intention of entering into the
Ihraam. If he is doing Tamattu‘ he says, “Labbayka Allaahumma ‘Umrah”,
which means, “O Allaah! I respond to Your call for ‘Umrah.” If he is doing
Ifraad he says, “Labbayka Allaahumma Hajja”, which means, “O Allaah! I
respond to Your call for Hajj.” And if he is doing Qiraan he says, “Labbayka
Allaahumma Hajjan fee ‘umrah”, which means “O Allaah! I respond to Your
call for Hajj and ‘Umrah combined.” The male pilgrim raises his voice with
Talbiyah and the woman recites it silently. The pilgrim recites the Talbiyah
as frequently as he can.
When he arrives at Makkah, he starts with Tawaaf. He starts it by touching
the Black Stone and keeping the Ka‘bah on his left side. He approaches the
Black Stone, kisses it or touches it with his right hand without pushing the
people if that is easy for him. If not he only points to it and says “Allaahu
akbar”. He then says, “Allaahumma eemaanan bika, watas’deeqan
bikitaabik, wawafaa’an bi‘ahdik, wat-tibaa‘an lisunnati nabiyyik, sallallaahu
‘alayhi wasallaam.” This means, “O Allaah! [I am doing as a sign of]
believing in You, affirming the truthfulness of Your Book and following the
Sunnah of Your Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alayhi wasallaam.” He then makes
seven circuits round the Ka’bah. When he passes by the Yamaanee Corner
he touches it without kissing his hand.
It is Sunnah of Tawaaf for man to walk briskly in the first three circuits of the
Arrival Tawaaf. The evidence for this is the hadeeth narrated by Ibn ‘Umar
that the Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace be upon him, when he
made the Arrival Tawaaf, he would walk briskly in the first three circuits and
walk normally in the remaining four.2
1

Janaabah is a state of impurity after engagement in sexual intercourse or ejaculation.
(Translator)
2
Reported by Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim
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Among the commendable acts of Tawaaf is “Idtibaa‘” which means putting
the upper garment under the armpit and throwing its end over the left
shoulder. Ibn ‘Abbaas narrated:
" ھﻮ وأﺻﺤﺎﺑﮫ ورﻣﻠﻮا ﺛﻼﺛﺔ أﺷﻮاطr "اﺿﻄﺒﻊ رﺳﻮل اﷲ
“The Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace be upon him, and his
companions put their upper garments under their armpits and threw its end
over their left shoulders.”

Al-Idhtibaa‘ is recommended in all the seven circuits of Tawaaf only. It is
not recommended before or after it.
During Tawaaf, the pilgrim makes whatever supplications he likes with
concentration and total submission to Allaah. He says between the
Yamaanee Corner and the Black Stone, “Rabbanaa aatinaa fid-dunyaa
hasanatan-wafil aakhirati hasanah waqinaa ‘adhaaban-naar.
Restricting oneself to a particular invocation for each circuit of Tawaaf has
no evidence in the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allaah, blessings and
peace be upon him. It is rather an innovation (Bid‘ah).
There are three types of Tawaaf: Tawaaf Al-Ifaadah [the one done after
returning from ‘Arafah], the Arrival Tawaaf and the Farewell Tawaaf. The
first is a pillar of Hajj,1 the second is recommended and the third is
obligatory,2 according to the preponderant opinion.
When he finishes from Tawaaf, he observes two rak’ahs behind the Station
of Ibraaheem even if he performs them far from it. He recites Soorah AlKaafiroon in the first rak‘ah and Soorah al-Ikhlaas in the second. It is
Sunnah that the two rak‘ahs are made short.
The pilgrim then proceeds to As-Safaa and Al-Marwah to make Sa‘y
between them. He starts from As-Safaa and ends at Al-Marwah. When he
approaches As-Safaa, it is the Sunnah is to read the following verse:
š’§q©Ütƒ br& Ïmø‹n=tã yy$oYã_ Ÿxsù t•yJtFôã$# Írr& |MøŠt7ø9$# ¢kym ô`yJsù ( «!$# Ì•Í¬!$yèx© `ÏB nourö•yJø9$#ur $xÿ¢Á9$# ¨bÎ) * â
á ÇÊÎÑÈ íOŠÎ=tã í•Ï.$x© ©!$# ¨bÎ*sù #ZŽö•yz tí§qsÜs? `tBur 4 $yJÎgÎ/

“Verily! As-Safâ and Al-Marwah (two mountains in Makkah) are of the
Symbols of Allaah. So it is not a sin on him who performs Hajj or 'Umrah
(pilgrimage) of the House (the Ka'bah at Makkah) to perform the going
(Tawâf) between them (As-Safâ and Al-Marwah). And whoever does good
voluntarily, then verily, Allaah is All-Recogniser, All-Knower.”3
1

This implies that if it is not done the Hajj is invalid. (Translator)
This implies that if the pilgrim does not do it, he has to make expiation. (Translator)
3
Al-Baqarah 2:158
2
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He then says, “Abda’u bimaa bada’a Allaahu bih.” This means, “I start with
that which Allaah started with.”
He climbs the mountain of As-Safaa, faces the Qiblah and holds up his two
hands. He proclaims the oneness of Allaah, glorifies Him and praises Him
saying,

“Laa ilaaha illallaah wahdahu laa shareeka lahu, lahul mulk walahul hamd,
yuhyee wayumeet, wahuwa ‘alaa kulli shay’in qadeer. Laa ilaaha illallaah
wahdah, anjaza wa‘dah, wa nasara ‘abdah, wa hazzamal ahzaaba
wahdah”
Meaning: “There is no deity worthy of being worshipped but Allaah. He is
One and He has no associate. His is the Dominion and the Praise. He
brings life and death and He is Able to do all things. No god has the right to
be worshipped but Allaah alone. He fulfilled His promise, gave victory to His
slave and single-handedly defeated the allies.”
The pilgrim, thereafter, ask Allaah for whatever blessings of this world and
the Hereafter that he likes. He repeats this invocation three times.
He then descends towards the direction Al-Marwah. The male pilgrim is
recommended to make a strong and quick run between the two green signs
if it is easy for him to do so without causing harm to anyone. When he
reaches Al-Marwah, he climbs it, faces the Qiblah, holds up his hands and
says what he said at As-Safaa.
There is no harm if he recites the following supplication on his Sa‘y:
“Rabbigh-fir war’ham, innaka antal-a‘azz al-akram.” [O my Lord! Forgive
and have mercy, for You are the Mighty, the Gracious.] It is authentically
reported that Ibn ‘Umar, Ibn ‘Abbaas and Ibn Mas‘ood used to say so.
It is also recommended that he performs Sa‘y in the state of cleanliness, if
he, however, performs Sa‘y without ablution, it suffices. If the menstruating
woman performs Sa‘y, her Sa‘y is valid, because being in the state of purity
is not a condition for Sa‘y.
When he finishes his Sa‘y, he cuts his hair if he is doing Tamattu‘. He must
let the cutting encompasses all his head. The woman will cut from her hair
an amount equal to the size of a fingertip. If he is doing Ifraad or Qiraan, he
remains in his Ihraam until he terminates it on the Day of Nahr (10th of
Dhul-Hijjah) after he has thrown the pebbles at Jamratul-‘Aqabah.
On the 8th day of Dhul-Hijjah, which is the Day of Tarwiyah, he enters into
Ihraam for Hajj before noon in his place of residence. The Makkah resident
who also wants to perform Hajj should take bath, clean himself and enter
into the state of Ihraam from his place of residence. It is not recommended
to go to the Sacred Mosque for Ihraam because doing so is not reported
from the Prophet, blessings and peace be upon him or any of his
companions as far as we know.
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Jaabir narrated the Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace be upon him
told his companions,
"..."أﻗﯿﻤﻮا ﺣﻼﻻً ﺣﺘﻰ إذا ﻛﺎن ﯾﻮم اﻟﺘﺮوﯾﺔ ﻓﺄھﻠﻮا ﺑﺎﻟﺤﺞ
“Remain out of the state of Ihraam until the Day of Tarwiyah. Then
pronounce the Talbiyah for Hajj.”1
Muslim also reported on the authority of Jaabir that,
." ﻟﻤﺎ أھﻠﻠﻨﺎ أن ﻧﺤﺮم إذا ﺗﻮﺟﮭﻨﺎ إﻟﻰ ﻣﻨﻰ ﻓﺄھﻠﻠﻨﺎ ﻣﻦ اﻷﺑﻄﺢr "أﻣﺮﻧﺎ رﺳﻮل اﷲ
“The Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace be upon him commanded
us to put on Ihraam (again, i. e. on the 8th of Dhul-Hijjah) as we proceeded
towards Mina after we had put it off. So we pronounced Talbiyah at alAbtah.” The pilgrim doing Tamattu‘ will say while pronouncing the
Talabiyah, “Labbayka Hajja.”
It is recommended that the pilgrim proceed to Mina and pray Zuhr, ‘Asr,
Maghrib and ‘Ishaa prayers there. He shortens these prayers (except
Maghrib). It is also recommended that he passes the night preceding the
Day of ‘Arafah there according to the hadeeth of Jaabir, which Muslim
reported.
After the sunrise on the day of ‘Arafah (9th Dhul-Hijjah), he moves to
‘Arafah. It is recommended that he stay at Namirah till the sun reaches its
zenith if that is easy for him, because that was what the Prophet, blessings
and peace be upon him, did. If that is not possible for him, there is no harm
if he stays anywhere in ‘Arafah. After the sun has passed its zenith, he
prays the Zuhr and ‘Asr at the same time. He then moves to the standing
point at ‘Arafah. It is better to let the Mountain of Ar-Rahmah stand between
him and the Qiblah if that is easy. If not he faces the Qiblah even if he
cannot face the Mountain. It is recommended that he occupies himself with
the remembrance of Allaah and exerts efforts in supplication and recitation
of the Qur’aan while raising his hands. Usaamah narrated,
 ﺑﻌﺮﻓﺎت ﻓﺮﻓﻊ ﯾﺪﯾﮫ ﯾ ﺪﻋﻮ ﻓﻤﺎﻟ ﺖ ﺑ ﮫ ﻧﺎﻗﺘ ﮫ ﻓ ﺴﻘﻂ ﺧﻄﺎﻣﮭ ﺎ ﻓﺘﻨ ﺎول ﺧﻄﺎﻣﮭ ﺎ ﺑﺈﺣ ﺪى ﯾﺪﯾ ﮫr "ﻛﻨﺖ ردﯾﻒ اﻟﻨﺒﻲ
"وھﻮ راﻓﻊ ﯾﺪه اﻷﺧﺮى
“I was riding on the same mount behind the Messenger of Allaah, blessings
and peace be upon him at ‘Arafaat. He raised his hands in supplication. His
camel swayed and its halter fell. He picked the halter with one of his two
hands while keeping the other raised.”2
In the Saheeh Muslim it is narrated, “And he kept on standing and
supplicating until the sun set and the yellowness disappeared from the
horizon.”

1
2

Reported by Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim
Reported by An-Nasaaee
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The supplication of the day of ‘Arafah is the best supplication. The
Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace be upon him said,
 )ﻻ إﻟﮫ إﻻ اﷲ وﺣﺪه ﻻ ﺷﺮﯾﻚ ﻟﮫ ﻟ ﮫ اﻟﻤﻠ ﻚ: وﺧﯿﺮ ﻣﺎ ﻗﻠﺖ أﻧﺎ واﻟﻨﺒﯿﻮن ﻣﻦ ﻗﺒﻠﻲ،"ﺧﯿﺮ اﻟﺪﻋﺎء دﻋﺎء ﯾﻮم ﻋﺮﻓﺔ
"(وﻟﮫ اﻟﺤﻤﺪ وھﻮ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻛﻞ ﺷﻲء ﻗﺪﯾﺮ
“The best supplication is that of the day of ‘Arafah. And the best statement
that I and the Prophets before me uttered is ‘Laa ilaaha illallaah wahdahu
laa shareeka lahu, lahul mulk walahul hamd wahuwa ‘alaa kulli shay’in
qadeer.”1
He must show need and helplessness to Allaah and he should not
squander this great opportunity. The Prophet, blessings and peace be upon
him said,
: ﻓﯿﻘ ﻮل، وإﻧﮫ ﻟﯿﺪﻧﻮ ﺛﻢ ﯾﺒﺎھﻲ ﺑﮭﻢ اﻟﻤﻼﺋﻜ ﺔ،"ﻣﺎ ﻣﻦ ﯾﻮم أﻛﺜﺮ ﻣﻦ أن ﯾﻌﺘﻖ اﷲ ﻓﯿﮫ ﻋﺒﺪاً ﻣﻦ اﻟﻨﺎر ﻣﻦ ﯾﻮم ﻋﺮﻓﺔ
"ﻣﺎ أراد ھﺆﻻء
“There is no day when God sets free more servants from Hell than the Day
of ‘Arafah. He draws near, then shows that He is proud of them in front of
the Angels, saying: What do these people want?”2
Staying at ‘Arafah is a pillar of Hajj and staying there till sunset is
obligatory. The pilgrim must ensure that he stays within the boundaries of
‘Arafah. Many pilgrims are negligent and they, as a result, stay outside its
boundaries. The Hajj of these pilgrims is not valid.
When the sun sets, he proceeds to Muzdalifah peacefully. The Prophet,
blessings and peace be upon him said,
""أﯾﮭﺎ اﻟﻨﺎس اﻟﺴﻜﯿﻨﺔ اﻟﺴﻜﯿﻨﺔ
3

“O people! Gently, gently.”

When he arrives at Muzdalifah, he performs the Maghrib and ‘Ishaa prayers
there. He perform Maghrib in three rak‘ahs as usual and ‘Ishaa shortened
in two rak‘ahs, both delayed. The Sunnah is that the pilgrim should not
perform both prayers except at Muzdalifah in order to emulate the
Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace be upon him. But if he fears that
the time of ‘Ishaa may lapse before he reaches Muzdalifah, he performs
them anywhere.
The pilgrim must pass the night at Muzdalifah and should not keep awake
for the night neither for any supererogatory prayer nor for any other thing,
because the Prophet, blessings and peace be upon him did not do that.
Jaabir narrated,

1

Reported by Muslim
Ibid.
3
Ibid.
2
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 أﺗﻰ اﻟﻤﺰدﻟﻔﺔ ﻓﺼﻠﻰ ﺑﮭﺎ اﻟﻤﻐﺮب واﻟﻌﺸﺎء ﺑﺄذان واﺣﺪ وإﻗﺎﻣﺘﯿﻦ وﻟﻢ ﯾﺴﺒﺢ ﺑﯿﻨﮭﻤﺎ ﺷﯿﺌﺎً ﺛﻢ اﺿﻄﺠﻊr "أن اﻟﻨﺒﻲ
."ﺣﺘﻰ ﻃﻠﻊ اﻟﻔﺠﺮ
“The Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace be upon him came to
Muzdalifah and performed Maghrib and ‘Ishaa prayers there with one
Adhaan and two Iqaamahs. He did not observe any supererogatory prayers
after them. He then slept until the appearance of the dawn.”1
Those with excuses and the weak can move from Muzdalifah to Mina after
midnight and after the moon has disappeared from the sky. They should do
so in order to throw the pebbles at Jamrah Al-‘Aqabah. As for him who is
not weak or to whom the rule of the weak does not apply, he must stay in
Muzdalifah until the dawn. Therefore, what many pilgrims do today when
they race to Mina to throw the pebbles in the first hours of the night in order
to have rest contravenes the guidance of the Prophet, blessings and peace
be upon him.
When the pilgrim performs the Fajr prayer at Muzdalifah, he stands at AlMash‘ar Al-Haraam, faces the Qiblah and supplicates to Allaah much while
raising his hands. He continues in this state until the sun almost rises.
Wherever he stands at Muzdalifah, that is all right for him because the
Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace be upon him said,
""وﻗﻔﺖ ھﺎ ھﻨﺎ وﺟﻤﻊ ﻛﻠﮭﺎ ﻣﻮﻗﻒ
“I stay here. And all the Muzdalifah is a place for staying.”2
The pilgrims then proceeds to Mina on the day of Nahr [10th Dhul-Hijjah]
before the sun rises to throw the Jamrah Al-‘Aqabah, which is the biggest
Jamrah and the nearest to Makkah. He throws it with seven pebbles that
are a bit bigger than chic-pea. The scholars agree that the pebbles can be
thrown at the Jamrah from any side. However, it is better to leave the
direction of the Kaabah to the left and Mina to the right. The evidence for
this is what is reported from Ibn Mas‘ood that,
 ھﻜﺬا رﻣﻰ اﻟﺬي: وﻗﺎل،"أﻧﮫ اﻧﺘﮭﻰ إﻟﻰ اﻟﺠﻤﺮة اﻟﻜﺒﺮى ﻓﺠﻌﻞ اﻟﺒﯿﺖ ﻋﻦ ﯾﺴﺎره وﻣﻨﻰ ﻋﻦ ﯾﻤﯿﻨﮫ ورﻣﻰ ﺑﺴﺒﻊ
"أﻧﺰل ﻋﻠﯿﮫ ﺳﻮرة اﻟﺒﻘﺮة
“He made for Al-Jamrah Al-‘Aqabah. He left the House [the Kaabah] to his
left side and Mina to his right. He then threw seven pebbles and said: ‘This
is how he, unto whom Soorah Al-Baqarah was revealed threw his
pebbles.”3
It is unlawful to throw big rocks, leather socks or shoes. The pilgrim should
stop the pronunciation of Talbiyah when he throws the pebbles at AlJamrah Al-‘Aqabah.
1

Reported by Muslim
Ibid
3
Reported by Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim
2
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It is recommended that the pilgrim perform the rites of the 10th day in the
following sequence: throwing the pebbles, slaughtering the sacrifice if he is
doing Tamattu‘ or Qiraan and shaving or cutting his hair. Shaving is better
for male because the Prophet, blessings and peace be upon him invoked
Allaah’s mercy and forgiveness for those who shaved three times and for
those who cut their hair once according to what Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim
reported. The pilgrim should then go to the Ka’bah to do Tawaaf Al-Ifaadah.
This is the Sunnah according to the hadeeth reported by Jaabir. He said,
 ﻣﺜﻞ ﺣﺼﻰ، أﺗﻰ اﻟﺠﻤﺮة اﻟﺘﻲ ﻋﻨﺪ اﻟﺸﺠﺮة ﻓﺮﻣﺎھﺎ ﺑﺴﺒﻊ ﺣﺼﯿﺎت ﯾﻜﺒﺮ ﻣﻊ ﻛﻞ ﺣﺼﺎة ﻣﻨﮭﺎr "أن اﻟﻨﺒﻲ
 ﻓﺄﻓﺎض إﻟﻰ اﻟﺒﯿﺖ ﻓﺼﻠﻰr  رﻣﻰ ﻣﻦ ﺑﻄﻦ اﻟﻮادي ﺛﻢ اﻧﺼﺮف إﻟﻰ اﻟﻤﻨﺤﺮ ﻓﻨﺤﺮ ﺛﻢ رﻛﺐ رﺳﻮل اﷲ،اﻟﺤﺬف
."ﺑﻤﻜﺔ اﻟﻈﮭﺮ
The Prophet, blessings and peace be upon him came to the Jamrah, which
is near the tree. At this be threw seven small pebbles, saying ‘Allaahu
Akbar’ while throwing every one of them. The pebbles are as small as the
ones thrown (with the help of fingers). He did this in the bottom of the
valley. He then went to the place of sacrifice, and sacrificed. Then the
Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace be upon him rode, came to the
House and offered the Zuhr prayer at Makkah.”1
Whoever does any of these four rites2 before others; he will not be
committing any violation. The evidence to this is the hadeeth narrated by
Abdullaah bin ‘Amr about the Prophet’s farewell pilgrimage. Abdullaah said,
: ﯾﻮﻣﺌ ﺬ ﻋ ﻦ ﺷ ﻲء ﻗُ ﺪﱢم أو أُﺧﱢ ﺮ إﻻ ﻗ ﺎلr  "ﻓﻤﺎ ﺳﺌﻞ رﺳ ﻮل اﷲ: ﻗﺎل، واﻟﻨﺎس ﯾﺴﺄﻟﻮﻧﮫr وﻗﻒ رﺳﻮل اﷲ
.""اﻓﻌﻞ وﻻ ﺣﺮج
The Messenger of Allaah, blessings and peace be upon him stopped (for a
while near the Jimaar at Mina during his farewell pilgrimage) and the
people started asking him questions. So, on that day, when the Prophet
was asked about anything done before or after (its stated time) his reply
was, ‘Do it (now) and there is no harm.’”3
When the pilgrims finishes his Tawaaf Al-Ifaadah, if he is doing Tamattu‘,
he does Sa‘y after his Tawaaf because his first Sa‘y is for ‘Umrah. So, he
has to perform another one for Hajj. But if he is doing Ifraad or Qiraan and
he has performed a Sa‘y after doing his arrival Tawaaf, he does not need to
repeat the Sa‘y. Jaabir said,
" وﻻ أﺻﺤﺎﺑﮫ ﺑﯿﻦ اﻟﺼﻔﺎ واﻟﻤﺮوة إﻻ ﻃﻮاﻓﺎً واﺣﺪاً ﻃﻮاﻓﮫ اﻷولr "ﻟﻢ ﯾﻄﻒ اﻟﻨﺒﻲ

1

Reported by Muslim
I.e. casting of the pebbles, slaughtering, shaving or cutting of the hair and doing
Tawaaf Al-Ifaadah. (Translator)
3
Reported by Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim
2
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“Neither the Prophet, blessings and peace be upon him nor his companions
performed any running between As-Safaa and Al-Marwah except only one
running (which they did after they performed the arrival Tawaaf).”1
The Days of Tashreeq [the 11th, 12th and 13th of Dhul-Hijjah] are regarded
as days for throwing pebbles for the pilgrim who wants to stay in Mina for
all these day. But the pilgrim who wants to leave Mina on the 12th only
needs to throw pebbles for two days only: the 11th and 12th. Allaah says,
á 3 4’s+¨?$# Ç`yJÏ9 4 Ïmø‹n=tã zNøOÎ) Ixsù t•¨zr's? `tBur Ïmø‹n=tã zNøOÎ) Ixsù Èû÷ütBöqtƒ ’Îû Ÿ@¤fyès? `yJsù â
“But whosoever hastens to leave in two days, there is no sin on him and
whosoever stays on, there is no sin on him, if his aim is to do good and
obey Allaah (fear Him).”2
The pilgrim starts by throwing seven pebbles at the Smallest Jamrah, which
is the one nearest Masjid Al-Khayf. He proceeds to the Middle Jamrah and
throws seven pebbles at it and he proceeds further to Al-Jamrah Al‘Aqabah and throws seven pebbles at it. He proclaims ‘Allaahu Akbar’ with
each pebble he casts.
It is Sunnah to move a bit backward after casting pebbles at the Smallest
Jamrah, face the Qiblah leaving the Jamrah on his left side and make a
long supplication. He does the same after throwing the pebbles at the
Middle Jamrah but he leaves it on his right side while he supplicates. As for
Jamrah Al-‘Aqabah, he does not have to stand there for any supplication.
The time for throwing the pebbles on the days of Tashreeq starts when the
sun passes its zenith. The evidence is the hadeeth narrated by Ibn ‘Umar
who said,
""ﻛﻨﺎ ﻧﺘﺤﯿّﻦ ﻓﺈذا زاﻟﺖ اﻟﺸﻤﺲ رﻣﯿﻨﺎ
“We used to watch the sun, when it passed its zenith, we threw (the
pebbles).”3
The scholars unanimously agree that the deadline for throwing the pebbles
on the days of Tashreeq is the sunset of the 13th day of Dhul-Hijjah.
Whoever fails to throw his pebbles for that day until the sun sets, he should
not throw them anymore and he has to expiate for that with a sacrifice.
The pilgrim must pass the nights of Tashreeq, the 11th and the 12th at Mina.
If the sun sets on the 12th day while he is still in Mina, he has to stay there,
pass the night and throw the pebbles of the 13th day.

1

Reported by Muslim
Al-Baqarah 2:203
3
Reported by Al-Bukhaaree
2
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If the pilgrim wants to leave Makkah finally, he should not do so until he
performs the farewell Tawaaf, because it is one of the obligations of Hajj,
according to the majority of the scholars. However, the menstruating
woman is excused from performing according to the hadeeth narrated by
Ibn ‘Abbaas who said that the Prophet, blessings and peace be upon him
said, “No one should leave Makkah until the last thing he does is
circumambulating the House.”
In another narration, Ibn ‘Abbaas added, “Except that the menstruating
woman is excused.”1
Most scholars are of the view that Tawaaf Al-Ifaadah can make do for
farewell Tawaaf if the pilgrim delays it till the time he is leaving Makkah.
It is recommended for one who is returning from Hajj to say what AlBukhaaree reported on the authority of Ibn ‘Umar that the Prophet,
blessings and peace be upon him, whenever he was back from a war, Hajj
or ‘Umrah would say ‘Allaahu Akbar’ on an elevated place and then say:
 آﯾﺒ ﻮن ﺗ ﺎﺋﺒﻮن ﻋﺎﺑ ﺪون، وھﻮ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻛ ﻞ ﺷ ﻲء ﻗ ﺪﯾﺮ، وﻟﮫ اﻟﺤﻤﺪ، ﻟﮫ اﻟﻤﻠﻚ،"ﻻ إﻟﮫ إﻻ اﷲ وﺣﺪه ﻻ ﺷﺮﯾﻚ ﻟﮫ
." وھﺰم اﻷﺣﺰاب وﺣﺪه، وﻧﺼﺮ ﻋﺒﺪه، ﺻﺪق اﷲ وﻋﺪه،ﻟﺮﺑﻨﺎ ﺣﺎﻣﺪون

Laa ilaaha illallaah wahdahu laa shareeka lahu, lahul mulk walahul hamd
wahuwa ‘alaa kulli shay’in qadeer. Aayiboona, taa’iboona, ‘aabidoona,
lirabbinaa haamidoon. Sadaqallaahu wahdah, wanasara ‘abdah,
wahazzamal ahzaaba wahdah.”
“There is no deity worthy of being worshipped but Allaah alone. He has no
partner. His is the Dominion and the Praise and He has power over all
things. We return, repent, worship and praise our Lord. Allaah fulfilled his
promise, gave victory to His servant and single-handedly defeated the
allies.

1

Reported by Maalik; but the original narration is in Saheeh Muslim.
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